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home to as marny as a hundred Indian children. & short distapce east ot the

school was 2 lgrge spring which suoppieé,their water, Also a2 small clezr creek

ran in back of the school which had its beginning up in the hills east of this
nlace. A little block house was built several years ago to preserve the

historic old Spring, the only remaining part of the Cherokee Orphans hsiyum.

Nearby the gpring is preserved one of the huge iron kettles that was used on

‘the Salire salt faats. It wes here that Indians came from long distapces in

early days of the Cherokee N-tion to make t%cir salt, The waters of the scline
and radium springs wes highly respected by Indians and whites alike for mediciial
,uses, At one time an early day hecltih clinic wes operated near these springs.
Much of the old Salina has.- been removed by progress, among which gre the Iron
Mountain Railroad, old cemeterjes, the Orphans Home, Salt Springs, *the mouth

of -beautiful S,line Creek, the salt bailing grounds, cnd the radigm sprin;c health
clinic and bath houses. Lzke Hudson was the victor, and in the eyes of many
Indians it only added to their woes, attracting hordes of garbzsge strewing vhites, -

The people who Lived in the late LROOS wid eariy 1900s rerembér the beautifl
chuntry bbat was the Szline Ureek Dis.rict, Its hillsides untouchad by bulldozers;
its clear sparkling waters the mecca of the ian fisherman; wild game, berries,
truits, nuts and plants in,plenty to sutfice the natives; no- rorbidding fences hrd
tkeep outl signs and nighway bulletins to marlf the spnic Yeauty; nor the comnlex
of damd), reservoirs, znd power plants to kill the "Green Country"., The older
Indians ponder tne thougnt whth scme worry as to the future of the Indian wno
are to Live in the tuture, and it is not a-pretty oicture. Those who lived
went Lo the Urphans Home, including hev. Bruce Garrett, = or1nc1pul therec, never
dreazed of the many changes thot was to cope to this.little spot of the Cherokee
I\ation. . . . ' ‘ _,s’
She says that in her day at the school *ho necrest store was 2% Bryaons Tred g f
Post rear whut is now Locust Grove, or at Pryor wnich.was called Coo-yisyah
Town then, She remembérs when one ot the boyrs vas sent on norseback ten = le.
to buy 2 box of matches Yor the scnool, -

/
Another of the olden day setilements_was located on the west side of the river
and downstream cbout two miles, This was Bryan's Chapel, named for the ecriy
day seitlers of the Bryan Cherokee family, & few houses remair there now, 'ut
at cne Lime i% nad a store, .ost office, church, and school. :

Lrs. whiteday's people yere the Thompsons wne lived inthe Vinita District, wole
was oananed =% an ecrly oge, which wes the reason ohe came to Yhe Orpnans nomes
She remerbers. in her early days an orphans nome malntained bty the Dick woif counle

a few miles west of Vinitia, LPIS old Indian couple had no chilcdrern of their own,
but kept and raised orphans without any cut 1de help, Wothing remains of tris
wolf home, store, or the litile cemctery, cs every bit of qu51cLL evidence of its
existence has been wiped away by ca*ilemen.
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ohe reczlls the tirst store put in in Salina was by F. A, Byers, who movad nis .,
store there from.Pryor, Her first recollections of early Salina was that some
remains pf the old double log house origirally built by the Chouteaus stiil stood
Just east of where the railroazd depot was locateds She recalls zisp, thzt each
_year in the early spring people would come to Salinz to drink of hhe saline waters
and to take Rot baths. This was a 'must! tor many peoble in those early devs,
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