
Uarch 19,

Index side A, f irst part,, recording tine 15 min. Interview tino one hour.

Informant: Fannie Whiteday, 82 year old Cherokee,
Salina, Mayes County, Oklahoma.

. Y.hiteday tel ls of the^arly'days, of Salina tcrni as i t is .known*
today. During hrr young days she was a student at' the Cherokee
Orphans Aslyum until tne institution burned in 19U3. Except for '
a l i t t l e store near tne school thrre was no town in those days. *
It seems the^e has always been a trading post or l i t t l e store in
.the area ?f Saline Creek and i ts junction with Grand Jliver, datir^,
even before l800 when the Chouteaus established a trading post in
the area. bometirr^ around statehood the town^ite was laid out end
lots sold. At this point I^rs. -hiteday tel ls of two wnitemen who
owned land in what was. to become S^l i^ . Tnere ,v,rs -an old Indian
cemetery of about one acre which v,rr.s $et aside by. the Cherokees. •
She remembers th«t tn£5e v^:iteaer. ci^iTrrj off a l l th« markers end
stones, when they laid out-'the lots and built the s t reets . She.
believes there is s t i l l ore marker remaining back of the home 5f
Irene lioss. This sane fate was suffered by the Orphans Home
cemetery which was located about two hundred yards west of where
the School was situated. ,lirs. ..hit' Jay says that in addition to
children who died at the Orphans, home, there were also some others
buried there. As the town grew, Hadden Street was buil t ri^ht thru
*fa>he middle of the cemetery without ir^ard for' the graves. On the
west side of Hadden Street there* remain three marble monuments ar.d
at lea s t eight unmarked grqves. It is with a note of saddness thit
she has lived these long years and watched some people beco^ so
unconcerned z::d disfesepectful of t^c sacred places of tne Jndian
country. But i t is not-a new story.

Lra. .initeday te l l s of, an incident, in t,nc ^arly days of Salina^ A
prominent man by' name 'of Graham had hir^d -? n?.h to build a fourrirtion
for a hous« in Salina* The house to be built was on ore of the lot:;
where th* Xndicr cenetiery had been. The hired man shored up for'v.-rk,
and yfhen Graham came *ne was asked whet tney were coinc to usex frr ,
for foundation stones. Graham told "him he .as coinc to use tnose
tombstones and markers.that nad been cleai^d off the cemetery. Th*
hired man quit before ( he stai'ted. 'It is bei ievd th: t G rah air. hir^-i
someone wno did 'dse the cemete^ markers, .u^d possibly the house ot:J
stands to-day. i ' N
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~r3'. ..hiteaay tel ls v^en the Orphano novn burned in j
zhr- children .-.nr- *eker. to tne fthitaxer home rA i:;*or. Seme cr.i.ilrer<
v.ere also azr.\ to cacone, e:.d oe^icyrj: ±r^'.:.~:.Z school, >̂he t e _ j

hones of their own.

She tells that the Cherokee Orphans itomyvua was a large and.beautiful
place. Located on a l i t t l e acreage of high ground Ebout a quarter of
a mile east of Gr^d rtiver, i t con îanded a view of tne beautiful river

and the- sal t flats of Saline Cr^ek, In some years this was
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