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EARLY DAY EDUCATION

—Kickapoo reserva t ion^ And we must have stayed there ^ ix we£ks. Then we

run off. ( laughter) pien they command got us . Took us back, and put us-'in

j a i l . Then we run ofJ? again. /And ' t h a t ' s the way tha t was . / And t h a t ' s when

they sent us off the {reservation, to school.

(Is t h a t when you wens to publ ic school?)

Yeah we went t o jfublic school . And i t done us l o t s of g<5od. We learned >fco
y , / fe' * /

"talk." The Indians/were just l i t t l e b i t backwards. \,<They was then. A*id they

wouldn't get up and ta lk and ask' questions and,--So forth. And I was in the

fourth grade because we wer6 taking fractions. I can reirembe'r that now. And

/ y

we would work tjiem on the blackboard. And I ' d work them. Then I ' d .baok a t

them other guy/s answers and I was wrongw.-So I ' d erase them. Jftf6 I was r i g h t ,

I d i d n ' t know i t . And then guys t o l d me whenever you—when they 'd give me

the problem why I ' d wr i te i t down, ' cour^e ' -a l l the kids was watching me. And
then I ' d look a t ' them other guys' ^Iswers and t h e i r ' s would be d i f f e r e n t .

Yeah. I remember now. But the^TCickapoo's were r e a l l y rough on us . They ca l l ed

us white boys. I'm t e l l i n g you we r e a l l y mixed i t upl (Laughter}•* Dad t o l d >

us , "When you go to t h a t school , " he sa id , "Them Indian boys^afe going to

you." And they did. So he t o l d us what to do. And by ,g6lly we go"t aloj
y „ /

I a l r ight with them. And Nick said f i r s t chance we ge't we're g^oing tp^leave.

Well they had a fa i r up there . So he knew about i t . I don't^know how he

• found out but he knew where that fa i r was. And w^ never JŴLS there before.

And we star ted walking just before dark. Just between dark and daylight we

l e f t . And we went to that f a i r . And Niĉ k was a guy really knew horses. And

he went around and looked at the teams. And he .said, "This i s Mirfnie Evans

camp. I know i t i^E." He said "I know her horses." There was some hay there.
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