T-38-9

_ to those that didn't know the sign language in Kiowa what he was
saying. In 6ther wdrds tﬁey was repeating Qhat he said in’ Kiowa.
. “" ) :

After the sign Ianguage and they can talk Just as well as we

translate Eng}lsh and Indian in sign languag=. Us young fellows,

>

we can't understand all of.it do these old Indifns ipterpreted

in'our own language what he was saying so we'd get it.- ' ’
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. INDIANS CALLED QySTER "BEAR SHIRT"
(Do you rememberuif';hey had a sign which meanf "Custer"?)

* Custer? No, they knew him, they called him.. They kﬁew him, they

just called him Custer., . o ' D

(I just wondered when they were telling the story 1n 51gns——)

| No, they just ca11 him Custer. But they had a name for him. Uh,

let's see, 1 forgot the Ind1an name they hap for him. Let's see,,
"1 remember. They call h1m "Bear Shirt." p
.(Beaf Shirt?)

Bear “Shirt, ’Just l;ﬁe a éhirtJI got on. Bégr.

(Did they call.it in Kiowa? Ho& would you say ;hat?)/

’

’s’tééa. Setpga, Sétdga. Bear Shirt. I almost forgottenm, It
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just happen t come back to me. That's a long time ago. .

(Gee, I'm happy to get that. Well,_teli me/while we're on that--)
§ ' [ .
But they knew Custer. They call . him ‘Custer too. They call him
. . ‘ e oe | CJ . X
both names--Custer apd then:}hey give him Indian name too.
. N ¢ v/ . .

.(Do you.knOﬁ/why they call him "Bear'sﬁﬁrt"?)

No, I-don't .know. I guess'Be wear a shirt with hair. 1 guess

he most undoubtably wear it. I think I saw a piéture of him
wearing the buckskin with some k1nd of hair hang1ng on., He wears
thgt shirt, I guess. They just call ham "Bear Shirt" becaduse of .

L |
"his shirt, Hair shirt that represents the bear.
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