
vSarahT Cheater - 2 -

In her ear ly days the community used the Butler ochqol lor cnurch s e r v i c e s .
Later when the l iut ler ac::ool v.as . torn down the people wer.t to the- Indian"
church a t Sycamore southeast of her home. She remembers th, t Grandma Sha l l
j/as a cnurcn leader in those, days.' In tnese l a -e years she mistes* the

\ Indian cnurch meetings and gr therings as she l i k e s to speak and l i s t e d to
tne Cherokee language. She r e c a l l s ?fhen the l a n i l i e s o f the Bucket^ Masters ,
Hummingbirds, and Cheaters would cone to he-r_ home and tney could a l l t a l k
Cherokee and ttyfy had good t imes. . She r e c a l l s the food times she and her
husband had whert they went 'to, the stomp dances down on Brush Creek, where
thej' would camp and s tay Tour or i'ive days. Her fa ther .Janes wrignt and*
Joe Fox were_>.vo of tne good stomp dance leaders ol" the old days. tn Ariose
early days i^v, Tauuneacie Squ i r re l and Dan Tauuneacie v/ere th^ well known
Indian preachers ol t h e i r community. She says they ' run back i n t o tne
' rauskrats1', and Dan1 J wile was Jane LIuskrat. She remembers when her l a t h e r
would see Rev, Squir je l goi-ng down the road a f t e r iv ving been away preaching

! at other churches, he wo.uld have the chi ldren run dawn tc the read and bring
I Grandpa oqu i r r e l home. Rer mother wo.uld nave some ka-rne-ha-ne prepared end
! the old man would eat and so enjoy himself. .Making ka-ne-ha-ne ib ah a r t
"that has jus t about parsed on, arid &he had r.qt seen'any of .th" old .vocden
mortars th;\t v;ere used to beat t..c corn and nickorj ' nn+'S lor many\ycni-s.
ihe 8ays thct tnc Cnerokees did-not dry meat as did some of the otner Inrt?r-n
t r i b e s . Preserving t he i r meat WLJ «sy with s a l t i.rsi by smoter.g. Lcrig r.£o
she sa^'s tne Inaians wo aid gather on Honey Creek and eaten f i ch . Smoke racks
would be b u i l t on the creek bank ~>nd tne £ibh were smoked z:*\ barbequed so
tney co.ild-be. taken home. She user! to loo/, forward to tne summers when tno
Indians woald gather 'poss.um (or sa.x.t-r) grapes and aake grape so\ip. '-nc
cooked and strained^grapes mixed with a Li^tLe c?.i-n r.eci mr'de a d e l i c i o u s -

1 Indian d i sh , n i t o , parcned meal soup.was another tc-yorite jaaLLsri d i sh .

Ine generation of to - rsy muot n. ve. mlscen a l o t , c.s bh*3 r e c a l l s beck as
la te as 193^ the Indians* woald fc tnc r l o c u s t s , i'crc.^rt locus t s sr;d wild
honey was a tr,eat they tnorougnly enjoyed. JP.O ri" t n e i r favor i te p l a c e s
to fnti 'er i n e v t s vOs r.t ]> r aunts r.-rc /i:\v: \ : Drowning Creek. 1her^u*
noth.nr b.-Lt r then to be r.Ki" to. o i t aro' in: . Itn a bov:l f u l l of parched
locusts to c/iew on. Ar.ot, i-r o:" the i'r.vorite foods "vns tne cr'-iwl'ish, but •

. tney arc nar<i to nr.o ::O'.v, c^ nus'krats, owls, an", cocn 's hui:t the/4. The
eei are gone now Kut at or.e tir.e tney ;.vere r.ucn 'so-0 . 4. c f t e r by tri" indictr.s.
bir.ee tne eej. spav.T.s in the ocean ar.a co'ios i r r up or \.i\e rniar.a s treams,
tne :..an-mcde darns na\.-e erc^.-d tr.is item irom tnr- Indians tc ^ l e .

^Ke r e f l e c t s on tne days .'.her: tne orJry oiaco to t r a i ^ w e a t ^o ithr.veGt City".
r>r l i r ^ t r c c : ' > c t i ^ r . of ^rove v .^ tna t tn re .;ic J j s t one nt t l«> tore divr
by the i r r i r . f s , -O.o ror/-:"'n-ro <:.:c:i tl.'-iv ' .T. no tovn r.t Jay, unJ tn;.t 'irvre
were juut a fpv-r J to .^^ it ^oitnv: at ->!ty. At :: <: ti-'.e or.e ronf r-.bf rs tha t
Lla%rsvi._e, ArK. •;;?.> a -.ice i i t t i " tc'vr, r-it i t >w.- h«oo~x- a ". £-zi ' orn\ r.ow.

C/i.e. r v c a . l i . nen . . n i t ' - v . t ( - r AroeK <*." r. : > : e . t r»-a--. a. a *~,,.'d :o:~e /c.""1 : : - r . n*,-
; I - . C A | S . - - t :•: • o t n - a " <.i i i^ . . -"- : - n ?;:;.£ ^r.-::•£'• i y . : r . c - •u ' . f r i f - v e l of t r e
c o a l e r / > ma to.- .. .v" ' : : • : ? ; - - • ! . J t.

%. '; ' ':-ng-V ^ r 1 : •" c:: v'-e ^ c . . / : t -..-.: • i s c r e f > k . *
>. I • i l c r . ' - e m t o r y '-^3 t ; • r\< ,.-WL ; :i., : m c t Co'Ji t::;ua^*al out tve "Vies
nort:r«vejt o'i ne-r home vr ' - i t court .v, a : i n id ' "/ a ^ n g /.itn Ir.dirn rffcira^. Hex-
latrv-r woa_d o -̂en 'a l i t t l e . s t o r e tn- re durir . ; tl:o days tnl-.t eourt 'v,as in se'ssi: , '
otnee court wcild l a s t severa l days, Jan and J-an,e Tau'ar.eacie run a boarding
houi>e t h ° r e . ohe r e c a l l s going to /v'imta befpre s t i t anood when Ir.cian payment

kwere oemg made. -Of tne earl}- day S h e r i i i s in tne Cherokee Nation, a.he says tn
J e n Muskrat was one of tne. best known, /ft h e,r\ c.6 *IM.O«. n <f. " ,


