
March 3,

Index side B, recording time 15 mm.

Informant:' Sarah Cheater, bii-y^ar-old Cherokee,
peters Prair ie , Delaware County, Oklahoma

Subject: This fu l l blood Cherokee was born on nhitewater Creek and has been
in this valley a l l of her l i f e . She is one of eight children of
Janes aright and L'oily Snail . .right.

Mrs. Cheater talks about the old barial grounds of her' community*
Probably one oldest giv.vey'aixi is! the Sal l ie England Cemetery, and
according to the markei s that remain the loxt burial was in l8bO.
•̂ t is told that this v;a& a large burial ground at one time, but
to-day by piecing together the broken stones and digging out some
part ia l ly buried markers a record of Ik of the deceased can be
accounted for. In present use are the Bucket, Sloan,-and" •
Butler Cemeteries v.'hich the Indians use. £>he recsulls her mother
talking about otand watie. .»hen he died in lb7l on-Peters Prair ie
i t ivas his wish that he be. buried in the Oidfieid Cemetery on the
west side of Gr; nd River. In fu l f i l l ing his wish to be buried at
his home place in Cldiield Bend, nis friends and re l r t ives took

' his body as far as Gr<.nd River. Th*5 uiver '.vat "up iMC they could
hot cross over, so tnp funeral .vagon vient K.ck to Pete? s 'Pra i r ie
where he was buried at Polsolk Cemetery. (In Ja ter years the old
Gldfield Cemetery became known a£ tne Biuma Cemetery. Up unt i l
a few years ago this graveyard aad kept i t s identi ty, but to-day

• • nstning remains, and a part of the place has b<=en the victim of
• bulldozer and clearing ac t iv i ty , George Biuma t e l l s that nis

father once ov.-r.ed the land on wnich the graveyard was locked ,
and tnat tnere were fourteen .graves there. He remembers that
there were stone markers for Col. James Bell and his wile and

; two of tneir children, Sal l ie C. . , a t ie (wife of ^tand watie) and
two of their children, jmd two of the Dubois cmldren. I^r. Biuma

; says that bU.nd ..stie p̂fd put up Lhe monument for nis wile and
cr.vo children before ne died, but the dates or: the markers seen
to-day does not bear this out. In Vol. II of a History of Oklahoma
printed m 1^10, i t shows that ba i l i e Caroline (Beii) "a t ie died
in 1.8b-3).

Inaian children of her generation in Jr.e lbcUo, or:d iC?Os a l l went tc
Bu+ier w-chool i f ~l)&y lived ner-r enough. Tr:it> ^ M senool has long
since passed • r,d u>thing remains to-day of if.

- r l Cheater talks .avoit th- early days of Petpr- Prair ie and unite.,,- tpr
1 ZreeK country when tn°ro w r e lots of Indians living ther^ and a l l r.. d
,' l i t t l e ffirms-. In *,nc community long ago Charley Masters,, a Cherokee,

operatea a sawmill, ohe says sh§ used to put in ner own garden every
! yrcr with an old muie called "Put" ?.nd a double shovel, and raised
| plenty, of garden s tuTrs^j^her lamily.' TJo f• rmihg is done there any -o]
| . Many of "-he Indian fairdli"- havp been crowded out by white people. -\e
i' white oiarue nai- ruined tr.is o:.ce\ be".'«t:.:ul :.r.-] ^T.cp.ful Indian' co~r'.'!"<


