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Index side B, part one, recording time 15 min. Interview time 14 hours.

Informant: , , Elmer Parker^79-year-old l u l l blood Delaware, ox ^
Sh^wnee Hi l l s , ©ogers County,.Oklahoma.

\ ;
Subject: "Elmer Parker was born about four miles northwest of Chelsea and has-

- been in th is Shawnee Kil ls country a l l of his l i f e . He is best
known in these h i l l s as Buddy Parker,, as he has always gone by tha£
name. H3.S
Mary Bigfieid.

father was Dave Parker and his mother's maiden name was

Buddy's original fcome »vas in the southern edge of the early Shawnee
settlement, and although his family were Delawr.res they* shared much
in common, including the i r language, customs, and mutual struggle
for survival . Theirs was a l i f e of farming and some livestock
ra is ing . For the most part the h i l l s and valleys of the Shawnee
Hil l country is extremely sandy, but also rich and f e r t i l e . This
easi ly t i l l ab le so i l seems to grow most any o£ the products common
to northeast Oklahoma. Some parts of tne Shawfree Hills have
suffered thru discovery of o i l , and the result ing sc l t water c.nd
waste. , • • ~

He speaks of ^hunting and fishing in his early days. Fishing was
good in Verdpgrcls Jiiver and in "<»hiteqak Creek and ontJpper Pryor
Creek, unt i l o i l and pollution ruined the.nu • Buddy says deer,did
not stay in the h i l l country of his hone, possibly because i t was
too thickly se t t led with Indians. NQIIV with only a .very few people

living in this area deer are-, beginning to come in . Prair ie chicken ,
quai l , rabbit and squi r re l , albn^; '.vith muskrst and coon have always
plentiful to supply meat, for the Indian tab les . .Trapping the fur .
bearers was a profitable spoH in Buddy's^DUng'days, and jthere'are
s t i l l Aplenty of hi$es on foot, there is no demand anymore for them.
The rese t t led Indians of mâ ny t r i b e s , ' l i k e the Shawnees and- Delawares,
were forded to do without some materials normally used in dances and
ceremonies. «'<hen these Indians ccme from Iowa and Kansas to tn£s pert
>̂f Oklahoma, they were removed also from sources of cer tain stones i'or-
ornaments, Eagle and pheasant feathers, red andcbicckpipestone, and, g ,
certain plants.and hjerbs commonly used by the i r forefathers.- However
the Indian is a master a t improvising and making-do with what is at hend.
In the absence of eagle feathers, dance leaders use the feathers of tne
black hawk1, (or feathers of the - immature broad-wing ha-wk, in which
phase are -black). Few areas of any Indian country are without the
terrapin and tu r t l e she l l s . The terrapin shell is commonly used by
the women dancers in "the Shawnpe.JIills. •

At one time this a 1 ^ known as Shawnee Hills had a large Indian
population. Buddy remembers that some of the families we're thpse of
Carpenter, Secondine,. Longtail, Dick, Daugherty, Greenfeather, Bread,
and Brown. I t i s with a note of .sadness that Mr* Parker mentions
that now most a l l of the Indians a*re gone from tne h i l l s there,
perhaps only.eight or ten. Indian families s t i l l remain.
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