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Informant: . , Elmer Parker>\j9ﬁyear—oid o1l blood Delavizre, of 2
. Shgwnee Hills, ®ogers County, Oklahoma.
) ’ - %
. \/ - .
Subject: ‘Elmer Parker was born about four miles northwest of Chelsea and has

-been in this Shawnee Hills country zll of his life, He is best
known in these hills as Buddy Parker,. as he has always gone by thaf
name. His father was D,ve Parker and his mother'° ﬂalden name was

. , Mary Bigtaieid. ‘ a -

. Buddy's original Bome was in the southern edge of the early Shapnee
settlemént, and although his tamily were Delawacres they shared much
in common, including their language, customs, and mutual struggle
tor survival, Theirs was a lite of farming and some livestock
raising. For the most part the hills znd valleys of the Shawnee
Hill country is extremely sandy, but altso rich and fertile. This

. easily tillable soil seems to grow most any of the products common
to northecst Oklanoma, Some parts of tne Shavmee Hills have
suffered thru dlSCﬁvany of oil, aﬂd the resaltlng selt water and
waste, . -
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He speaks of,hunttng and flsh~ng in hlq €arlf days. Fishing was

good in Verdpgﬁ&s River and irn whitegek Creek and on Upper Pryor

Creek, until oil znd pollution ruined tnem.. Buddy says deer did

not stay in the hill country of his home, possihly because it was

too thickly seitled with Indians. Now with only a very few people

living in this ,rea deér are begiining to Come in, Prairie chicken ,
quail, rebbit and s uirrel, alon; with muskr:t and coon have always been
plentitul to suprly meat. for the Indian %atles. .Trapping the fur
beareg§ was a profituble sport in buddy'!s.young days, and jhere are
still plenty of hides on foat, *there is no demand anymore for them.

The resettled Indians of many trlbes, Lixe the Shawnees and Delawares,

were torded to do without some materials normally used in dance€s and

ceremonies., ihen these Indians ceme from Iowa znd Kansas to thés part
3f Oklahoma, they were removed alsp trom sources of certain stones *or
ornaments, Eagle and pheasant fecthers, red andcblizck pipestone, and
certain plants.and herbs commonly used by their foretzthefs. - Howeve*,
the Indian is a master at improvising and making-do with what i8 at hand,

In the absence of eagle featners, dance leaders use the teathers of tne

black hawk, (or feathers of the-immature broad-wing hawk, in which

phase are black). Few zreas of any Indian country are without the

terrapin and turtle shells. The terrapin shell is conmonLy used by

the women dancers in "the bhaw.en Hills. - -

At one time this area known as Shawnee Hills had a large Indian
pbpulation. Buddy remembers thzt some of the tamilies were thpse of
Carpenter, Secondine, Longtail, Dick, Daugherty, Greenteather, Bread,
and Brown. It is with a note of sadnebs that Mre Parker mentions
that now most all of the Indians €re gone from:the hills there, amd
perhaps only .eight or tén Indian tamilies stil# remaln.
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