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Informant: Ezekiel, Postoaic, 62-year old Cherokee of
Kansas Community, Deiav.ure County, Oklahoma.

His frier.ds know him a^ Rev. Ike" Postoak. This dedicated Indian has."
served as a religious Jbader,of tne Xong Prair ie Cnurch for/ many .
j?:ears. Ike is not a native to the Lit*tle Kansas a r ea . He'was born
near A,rdmore and orphanedx at a young age. He says he wac raised" at
bacoi"<e College, a t t e n d i n g ^ l l grades from one thru twelve» I t was
at Bac'one that he studied for the ministry, l lrs. Pqstoak/ i s also
a full blood Cherokee and is \ a native of tne Oaks a iW. /

Mrs. Postoak attended ChiloccoX Indian ochool nearly tfor^y years ago.
Together they have known many Indians, from a l l parts of/'the country.
AS v/e .visit they, recal l nanes ox\nany Indian-students from both

end Chi-locc^. I t i s interest ing to know where \tbebe people

Turkeyfo^d, working ar.or.
a t bequoyah Indian b

ne ^enecakj and Ella Canoe', believed employ-.

Lira, Postoak v^s £ l l a Oldi'ield when ^he attended (>hilodco Indian j^
ir.fthe l a te 1920s. She r e c a l l th?.t th\e experiences she bad there /has
made 'her more appreciative of hei- position to-day.// She r6n-.e:ibors /'Goir.j
to TO^TJ1 Day at Chilocco. Students who Viad sufficient funds were^/allovjo
to r,o to Arkansas City, Kansas once a month . Eijja did nô t always get
to go to town, because noney did not coma easy- tc//:nost of the Indian
children in that day. Some boys and £ii\Ls arrivwi at th t VEndiĉ  ochcri

/with nothing except what they wore, not even possessing a pastebj/bard
suitcase.; Thankful they -v<=re for ti^- Governr/1::^/issue of oldthi.?ig from
the skin but, water gravy,and hardtack, and a ,rpof over the i r heads.
This beginning bui l t some substantial Indian cit/iuens, arid tô  riame a
few: Pipes tern, Leader, GOUKI, Hyder,-Sunday, Cafittenden,
I.'cLain, Skeeter, Locust, fev^n, rnd i-'slleaf, afif. the l i s t
on,

one seems to knovi just how or when,the town

s t could go on

One oaid i t was named after t,r? State , and ai/iot
for the Kansas Tribe of In^lai-S. i t probab^-7
of the 1890s, ad the f i r s t postofi'ice thai is ,wc<

nost people of northeast Oklahoma'the town :.s referred t b as< -
Litt le Kansas. ' '/ • ;

The Kansas, Oaks, Leach a ^ s has a heavy Indian population,'* TherS are
good schools for the children, and'the community l i fe of the, Indians

centers around the i r churches. At one time Indians had an active part
in the Kansas public School, with being representated on the school
board, employed in the garage and cafeteria^ and"as teachers. 'The ,
s i tuat ion has changed in recent years , ail few Indians are employed s:t •
the school. I t seems that some whiteman has invaded the torn and tak*a.
jyer the power, Postoak says "y° u c a n - t fight m ôney" which is t rue , •••

but even worse is when you cant join with i t . • * , '• ,\

of Kansas c r j r ^ l

her says i t w/Ls Earned-.
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