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Index side B, part two, r:cording time 15 min. Inte:view time 1% hours, -

Intormant:

Sub ject:

Vann Cornelius, 68 year: old, of Cherokee ancestry,
Row Comrunity, Delaware Cdunty, Oklahsma

On tne nigh fiatlands of eastern Delaware County is a little

town that wont give up. The, old, the intirm, and the teeble

make up most of the fitty odd population. But it has ot always
been thus. Aroind 1905 the city fathers obtained authority for

a post office and a man by name of Wilson was the first postmaster,
It was mr.’ullson who suggected the name for the postoffice, Row.,
For reasons not given the little town was sthed for settling
difference +n tignhting, drunken brawls, znd even murder. It seemed
that*contestants would come twom some distance, as if it mirht be
better to use prover and ectablished grounds, ur. wilson was
thinking out Loud on the neming o!f the tovn and wrs not making mueh

progress, lilere was a community th t wgs "raw" during the day and
"a row' at night. How was-selccied which ceemed %o repreosent ihe
budding metro. -

Just wnat business other 4h.n wilson's slore wos going in 1905 is .
knovm. Buf, by 1910 iow did grow, Thé main street ran north

and south, and three cross streets toock oft at one block intervals.

Along the east side of main street was a nardware store, doctor's

otfice, grocery store, % bank, drug store, urd & grist mill, A
public well.was located about the center of the business district,

and in the niddle of main street, On the weut side was the post of'tice,

sundry shop, 2 mercpntile, ice nouse, &4 at the nortn end was the
pubiic school. A block west of mcin sireet vies tn livery stables
and wagon yard., Beck Prairie onreud cul eastward going to the
Arkanscs Line, Thic wes primirily o terming community a.a Row grew
respectable and well served th- anmuqity for many yecrs.

In the late 1920s a nuved hichway was built tron Kancus to Cherokee
City, Ark. ard the road misoed How hy a mile. “ne new hichway
becon pulling businee. cnd dwellers rrom iow to the new towm

called Coico“d. In afous L1230 the noct office wes moved trom Row

"and installed at Uolcord undersoi.g a cnzunge in nerme. The declipe

of Row was rapid znc iutal. .he ““LPC s nlrees eitner moved or
c'ogvd ‘dosn,  Many noures ere Loved, tul vann cays mony have “rarned

n Rowin -he last ) rerro itore i§5 voa tir orotection. Perh cx
o dcﬂen of i, old nyec 2t1l. renain in now, s

1
)

zrn is considered one of the old %imers 21 .ow, alin.ush he was bor

¥
d raiged down in Adair Count.. i1, tanily come o o commnity

absut 1910 or 1911, where nis ritner tirmed. Varn erew up in How o~
attended sch-ol’ there, He w:s'also ¢ farmer, aud in i ter yecrs

L
conexcted the liver: stable tnefe now nes never had & churnbuildi:,,
21 ngs  used the school build L.g tor t-eir retigions services,

weddings «n? funerals.. also Lhe schncl buvL\;:g was used as a."
voting cen;er for pie end boxX suppers, and 1or COMMWLLTY mrevingc.
The, doors Row o2 ~nopl have hoeen cloghbd tor "°Qf yeare,
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