
March 13, 1969

Index side B, part two, recording time 1$ min. Interview time. 1-j hoars.

Informant: Vann Cornelius, 68 years old, of Cherokee ancestry,
,- ' • Row Goinmuhity, .Delaware Corunty/ Oklahoma . .

Subject: On tne; nign fiatiands of eastern Delaware County is a l i t t l e
town that wont give up. The, old," the infirm, and the reeble
make up most of the f if ty odd population. But i t has not alv.'ays
been thus. Around 1905 the ci ty fathers obtained authority for
a post office and a man by name of Wilson was the f i r s t postmaster.
It was Mr. Wilson who -suggested the name for the postoffice, Row.
For reasons not given the l i t t l e town was\ariiotbed for se t t l ing
difference •'n fighting, drunken brawls, ana* even murder. I t seemed
that^contestants would co;ne.X>orn some distance, as i f i t might be

"• • • °' ?° better to use proven- and established grounds. LIr. .<iison was • '
thinking out loud on the naming of the town and wrs not making much
progress. Here was a community th t was "raw11 during the day and
"a row" at night. Hoy; was*-selected which seened to represent uhe
budding metro. f "

Just what business other-*th. n niison'o store was going Jr. 1905 is t
not knov/n. But, by 1910 ifow did grow. The' main s t ree t rah north
and south, and three cross s t ree ts took off at one block in te rva ls .
Along the east side of main s t ree t was a nardvvare s tore , doctor 's
office, grocery s to re , t. bank, drug s tore , and a gr is t mi l l . A
public well.was located afaout the center of the business dis t r ic t^
and in the middle of mam s t r e e t . On the we^t side was the post of i ice ,
sundry shop, a mercantile, ice nouse, or, d at the nortn end was the
public school. A block west of me in s t ree t was th- livery stables
and wagon yard. Beck Praitfie spread out eastward going to the
Arkansas t ine , fiiis w;s primarily a turning community a.id Row grew
respectable and well served th j community for many years.

In tne la te 1920s a paved highway was bui l t fron. Kansas to Cherokee
City, Ark. and the road miso^d lion by a mile, '-ne nev: highway

, *^g.\n pulling busines. end dwellers from How to tbe new town
called Coicord. In at^out 1930 tne port office was moved irom How

'and instal led at Coicord underroi ..g a cnc:.ge ir. nama. Th° decline
of Row --as rapid enc i'ata.1-. ^he hutLness pirrpc e i t ' i ° r moved or
ciojifid 'do.vp.. llany n?u:es .vere ..o\\;d, but vann say.s mciy have 'Wurn^d

> in How în -he las t 5o -rp-?i ;.c
 4!.'->r« ijr ^o rir -^rote^tion. Pfrh. 'X

c dcmen of V:.^ old h::.ec j t i l . remain in :iow. /

-/at.:: is considered o'r.e of tht" old timers oi AOW, r.ltn.ujh he was u^r\.
:.rA raised down in Adair Count/. /X> family â-ne to uoN" com;nu::ity ' .
a>b:ut 1910 or 1911, wh^rc nis f; tner f-rmed. Var.n frew up in Iiow ..: ^
attended scn?ol* there. He ".v; s 'also a farmer, and in L i e r years
opeiated the livt-r,- stable t^ere. xiov; nab r/jver hed a churj-;buildi: , ,
i:r\ nes used the school building for t : e i r re i i r iaus services, /
tyeadings anH funerals . . nlso' the scrocl building was used jas a.;/
voting center, for pie and box suppers, and lor comi.vonloy r^et in^c.

eThe, doors of How ochopl nave closed for marf yean.


