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When ^ncle John was about 10 years old, he was s t i l l l i v i n g with Granny Buzzard'
a t her\ place on Pawpaw Creek alon^ with seven or ei£ht bthei^ orphans 1 He recal ls
that over across*the creek a.quarter or so, lived an old Indian. Na-so-sgi, was
a full ^lood Cherokee, t a l l and- slim. He lived in a' l i t t l e "log house and sufficed

/his needs by working for Granny liuzzard at odd jobs or in her, f ie lds . John used
to visit \with this Indian who was very wise in the ways of the Indian's world.
Na-s6-sgi did' not know how old he was, but appeared to be around ?0, yet in good
health. ' He related to John how the English (any whiteman) would propose' a trade.
Ke told o'f one incident (apparently in'Georgia or the Cherokee E as t ) where an
Englishman was offering to trade a slave to a Cherokee for a piece of land. The
Englishman would indicate how much lapd he would take in the trade by pointing his
finger at a piece of ground and using hii? thumb at the same time to indicate some
approximate ,area or boundry. Many an J^dian has issixfcis los t his breech cloth
in a like manner. In another related matter of land, John t e l l s bf a whiteman
going to a Chief wanting to trade or buy a piece of land t i t size of a deer hide.
The Chief could not figure w}jy anyone would Y/ant .so small a piece of land, and,
reasoned, that the buyer must be going to dig a hole s t ra ich t down. He agreed to
the deal, believing his white brother to be the p i l l e r of honesty,', as tr ickery
and underhand play was not a part of tne Indian way of doing business. Then came '
an awakening that made brotherly love with the whitenian as popular as the black
plague. Ole white eyes then proce .ds to cut the deer hide into tiny s t r ips iind
placing them around a piece of land, eventually ending up with a plantation. For
what comfort i t was 'the Chief could only s i t and think 'why did i t hs.ve to happen
t o m e ? ' . • * • •

\
Mr. Armstrong is outspoken in nib beliefs as to the beginning or the misery and
suffering,, exploitation and ^broker, promises, and the crime ol the ages' thet hasj
been handed to the Indian. He says i t a l l began in England, the Brit ish I s l e s .
I t was t the Englishman, the Scotsman, and the Frenchman -who came ar:d atarted the
Trail ' of Tears that may be 5uO years long* and he i s not too sure but what the ,
Englanders are s t i l l in control of th i s North America.n Continent. 1'r. Armstrong
says that the Cherokees have put their cross rr^rk on*""?? t rea t ies with tne
Government of th i s country, and everyone of then broken. He reasons then, just
wnat good are the mountains of*papers containing i\e£u!i' tioris, documents, programs,
laws and statutes coming from .taahington concerning trie .Indian. After 200 or more
years should the Indian suddeniy become enthused, hopiiig to see a flock of
thunderbirds bringing Indian-unification, th~ council hcuse, the pejace lodge,
and a'Standard of l iving lon[T oveidue him. Perhaps, but not in this, world. He ta:
there it*, i.o caus© to worry, "because we ere very near tne end af time anyway.


