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Infprmait

Subject:

Jess Fields, b^-year-old Cherokee,
J Delaware County, Oklahoma

Ur. Fields talks of his paternal forefathers and t e l l s that they
were of those Cherokees who le f t the i r eastern homeland to form
another Cnerokee Nation in Arkansas during the early l800s. At-
one time tne Ark^isas Cherokees we,jre se t t led in a large area
in northwest part of that s ta te by t r ea ty . Later they were
forced out of Arkansas and moved into east Texas where they owned
a considerable t rac t of land under a Spanish Grant. JFhey had a
deed to the i r holdings %n Texas', and he believes that i t be
recogh^ed the same as other Spanish grant deeds of other places
have been honored. His l a the r ' s people were^at one time se t t l ed
around Haysville, Ark., and i t was there that his grandparents were
born. „ * * •

Jess was born and raided in the Peters Prair ie country of northern
Delaware county and has sper.t neariy a l l of his l i f e here. His has
been a l i f e close to the s o i l , woods and waters. By standards of
success Ur. Fields has been a prosperous farmer, but by hard vfork
and coi&on sense management. In his retirement years he looks back
on a lifetime, of- peace and contentment .vi-th his l o t .

, He speaks of the 'flays in thifl89Os when trading centers were few
and-far between. At that time the towns of Grove alid Jay did not '
ex i s t . Southwest City., Mo, and Vinita*, I .T. were the only towns

1 of any size that could be called trading centers. He recal ls that
.?here were /two or three s tores , a g r i s t mill and blacksmith shop
at the vil lage of Zena. Then there was a place called Salone
east and a l i t t l e , south of Peters Prai r ie that had a l i t t l e s tore ,
but any record of this place seems to be l o s t , , He remembers that
when they would go to Vinita they crossed the r iver on a ferry
in west of Grove. On the other side was a l i t t l e v p lace that had
a store or two that was called Titewad. Anen Bernice arid -Ketcnuro
began to grow up tne Town of Titewad disappeared. At sometime
la te r a Seneca Indian by name of SjDiitiog put in a l i t t l e store
up on Hpney Creek at the Indian meetings grounds of Cayuga.

Spii t log was very prominent in his community, 'in additionto operating
a trading gpst he.worked among his people seeing to their" economic
and sp i r i tua l needs. Spli t log came from somewhere "in thp north,
possibly from Canada where he has £>een under the influence of the
Catholic missionaries. .Vhile few Senecas followed this fa i th , about
once a r.onth he would send his'Buggy to Vinita to bring thev-visit ing'
pr ies t to hi§ home to coî ddĉ t •"hJass. for he znd his wife and anŷ  others
ot the i r denoMri&tdgn, At*one tffigSf the Senecss were numerous inxand

x around,.the settlement of Gayuga-, !*>ut today none can be found at th4s
ancient settlement on Honey Creek.* Gr-gnd i-alce's v.-aters now back u p \
beyong this old place and i^ i s now isMckly se t t led thru the invasion^
of white' people4s-i'arms, .*FanQ*ne§, supnerjcottage's and retirement homes,
The thing remaining of the Sejneca's^ ^enutje &here is the beautiful*
l i t t l e stone church bui l t under the infjp^nce ef Spli t log and the
Catholic cnurcn, • • / • ' -


