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Ben Franklin, Speaker.

"Too raacn c r e d i t can scarce be given tne pioneers of Timpson Cn'apel,
great memory cen te r of t h i s S t a t e . i-speciaJLly those pioneers who have already
crossed over t ha t Mystic River t o - t h e i r great reward on yonder shore. They
were the ones who helped to make modern Oklahoma, witn i t s t h r iv ing c i t i e s , -
f e r t i l e i i e l d s and wealtny i n d u s t r i e s , an a c t u a l i t y . These were ftie men and
women wno remained undaunted by adverse circumstarpes of- every nature r~
storm and droufch, poverty and i l l n e a l t h . To-day ' the i r memory r e s t s vnLth
p o s t e r i t y , hallowed and honored through the y e a r s / i t i s in t h e i r memory that
we have gathered here beneath tne t rees surrounding t h i s quaint l i t t l e church
and cemetery in the woods,

"So to-day, on th i s the 3utn day of May 1939, we gather a t Timpson Cnapei,
much tne same as the peoples of tnese united Sta tes are gath^ri^g a t tne various
cemeteries and churches over the nat ion, to pay t h e i r h e a r t f e l t t r i b u t e to the
honored dead.

"Varied and many are tne Memorial Cay s e r v i c e s tnat are held each ye^r in the
various cemeteries of America, but perhaps none are more impressive and remembered
longer by the p a r t i c i p a n t s , than these services held each yer.r a t t h i s l i t t l e
church tha t i s so dear to the hear ts of those sons, and daughters of those e a r l y
pioneers now sleeping peacefully in Timpson Cemetery.

"To those who t r ave l for many miles to spend a few moments at Timpson Ch
and those who come to spend the day, i t i s a day well spent and not soon forgot ten .
Especial ly so i s tne cose th i s year when we mark the S i l ve r Anniversary of those
long flower parades. Memorial Day services have been held here for many, many
yea r s , but the d i s t i n c t i v e custom of marching in a group, to place a small bouquet
of flowerc on- a l l of t,ne grr.ves which now number b8i was s t a r t e d exact ly twenty-five y-ars
ago. • ' " -

"Looking backward through the^e twenty-five years of mer.ortes, an aura-of s e n t i -
mentali ty qui te na tu ra l ly a t taches to tha t isafvelous occurrence in the mental v i s t a
of those who pa r t i c ipa ted in the prel iminar ies that led up to these Memorial Day
services a t T imps on Cnapei. To-day, re t rospec t ive ly J e t us review tnose by-gone
days-through the i r i s hued lens of memory tha t benignantly blurs the painful
features of tne p ic tu re and magnifies i t s p leasures .

"Those o ! you that make i t a prac t ice to return each yea r to iinipson Chapel
are tne ones whose biooa t i n g l e s , wnocc eyes kindle and whose hear tbeats are
accelerated by joy in looking backward to those days when we were but small boys
and g i r l s a t tending Sunday Scnool here ,

"During tne s i x t y - s i x years of Timpson Chapel exis tance may sad and many
joyous happenings have occurred. Page a f t e r page coald be wr i t t en about t h i s
l i t t l e church and cemetery; but the present , l i ke an exc i t ing experience ofsbut
a moment ago, i s too much with us to t e l l what r e a l l y happened. Hence, the •
h i s to r i an who stays in his ro le leaves the present to the pnilosbpner, t ne c r i t i c ,
and even to tne prophet ."


