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urs, Casto displays a sugar towl thet her grandmother brought to Indian
Territory on tne Trail of Tears. It is bea.tiful cnipgz piece believed to
have come from England. She alsc shows a piciurc of the Corntassel
fanily standing in front of their log house on Pawpaw Creek about L380. ' .
Betsie Buzzard is~alsp in tne picture. She wes the belgved woman of the
community as 1t was she and her sister jhut-gathered up orphans and raised
them, ,
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Northwest of the C.sto home about three miles i$ tue o.d Shanahan Community,
Richard “hanahan was an Irishman wno came to this country as a littule boy
from Ireland. He came to Vinita as a2 young man and married a Cherokee woman
who hand.a counsidersble amount of land., On this land Shanahan developed
a fine farm and lived out his lite. He and his wife contributed much to
their community, inciuajng land lor the original Shanahan ochzel. ‘he
old country school no longer functions, but the building of later construction
serves as the Community Center, [Irank remerbers seeing the old school when
he was a little boy going with nhis father to Vinita irn 2 wagon, ‘The Shanzhans
were religlous leaders and he wouid preach at dlllerent places around’ the
country. iis wife trayeled with and played a little nortable organ they
carrieds ‘he Castos reme-bers when the Shanahans would come to Tlnpson
Chapel to hold church service
John Marker wes a Delawezre whovlived long ¢ go around Vimita, He wes teilling
Ur. Casto about a time when ne wis hurting in the nill country alpng Srand
_ Rdver. It wes wild and unsetiled couniry in, thooe eurly days. A4S ilarker

walked thru the woods zl-ne a moverment 1n a big tree caucht his ele) ‘lie
look up and saw an Indian way up in tne tree st etcning out a deer hide,
He went on a ways cnd stooped and waziteo for the man to come dovm. wnen
he came down tney got acyuainted, ‘he other Indian was ohe known as Sam
Boney, who loved hunting and sment much time in e woods. Doney was also
known to be a lLittle bit wild and cou’d be mean if pushed, but they got zlong
well, Eoney was thet kind of Indian from whence ne came or wn-i{ he did no
one knew,
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Mr., Casto traces some of his ancesi.ors. His grondtather Hing -czme out oi‘L
Alabama and went into the Cherokee reservaticn in lorth Jarolina where he
married Mary didge, a Cherokee. They went to Iowa 1or a wnile, then down
into Missouri, His father inen cime to Indian Territory. He came as a
claimant, but for scme reason did not get on itne rolls as an allottee
possibly bhecauge he did not nave. tne ten dollarg tnct some of the white
people in charge of tne recording would take to pul anyore on the Indian
rolls. He says he nhas known of just such cecses wheres white men actually
bought their way into the Inaian roi:s just to get Lland.

Lr. Costo stows & set of old nandcuf:s used in tne period helore the Civil
nwar, These artiracts of lonp <¢go helonged Lo his ' trather who at one time wae
conrected with law eniorceénment. fie al3o snows a black stone tomanawk head
in pertect condition and which shows use thst wes tfound al np Grand fiver
many years ago.

s{EZé 194y the Timpson uhapel Community hgg been or;;anized Lo preserve ineir
cormunity lire and to naintain and care for-their cemetery.  These humble
Indian people cnerish the sacred memory o! ineir people who have been placed at
rest i1n this cemetery. Zach memorial day tney follow an established program -
and service, Thirty yecrs ugo, Ben Franklin lived and was a gooa Indian speaker

and in 1939 and again in 1951 delivered the lemorial Day speecn. These two
addresses are recorded as follows wich bespeak tne feelings of these people,



