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sho ca~e [{or the four-dsy évert, This event vis Leld znnially until %he oarly -
A920s whert the Indians beccy leaving, when prosperity wae at 2 lov ebh. throughduT
e postwar days of tne Pounmny torm produce @ices h 4 drepred lo & i Low

A

fijure, hardly repaying for doed any ipdicn frrns were cuelloved uo‘bv L '
‘ moNbeores, koan companies, gn* the k"nr—orr ent Lind V;ngny cattlemens o
) . . \ \ ) (R
turning tack to the more pleasant d&y" of Ckoee Ind.un bair, Lr3c burge té&l* -
shet \ocople would bring all kinds of-thinre they prew, Loed or made to
trade\or sell. A good pro;rem of ro%:o events e.ch dgy (doed th~ escitement
tzctor\ Thers was the usual sideshéws of the Litile .troveling carnlvals wno .

sent esch yeer, ohe recayls Ene Jeir then: wes a o tignt wire act..
.oc.ething went wrong with the eguibment and a mar fell\sev rzl feet ond hit
agains tree. His bhack was bfokﬁp nd he died wher: nhe fell, The Dog Show
.25 ore df the events .thut was Llong remembered. Some ye:srs as many ax 500 hunting
dogs woulfl be shown. Tne dogs soula\ bé entered in flela trizls, oltedience \
contests, wnd trailing events, sometin mes lagting all nignt up into the next daw
rrized dog§ were bought, "sold, and tr&4 d ‘cr small tortunes,
\
oohn Yucker\was one of the prominent wnerokeﬁo of the communzty, naving been
oper.tor of tradi ng post, as well cs ubo firt ““bt""t?” of Okoee, but most =
of'nis time vas devoted to !furming. His hone was a2 big log. house abou+ half o mile!
nortimmest of Ukoee., It was John iuckéﬁ.who eutobl~v“ﬂ” rne creveynrd at Ckoee |
smere mony of the Indians of the old a"°kwer9 uried, :nd the cemetery be:rs the
Tuacker name tovday, ond is kept up by sste of his decepdents. Mrs. Burge well
re~enbers Grandme Tucker, the rurl-biood b&o:o kee mztriarcn of early day Ckoee.

., baring the flu epidenmic of World .or Cne when so many died, iirs, rurge learned
& prevertative dceinst tlu and ,colds, Grandmia Tucker instructed her to always
¥eep a kittle pap of cedar lecves and itwigs on the H'ck of tne stQVe, where they’
v21ld smoke-a tittle, but not burn, or just give oft an -essense ol cedar odor, ‘i
vre sgvs tris was done and as best gs she can féﬁenLPr her famlﬂy and the Tuckers
were ol the few whq did not get sick that winl eT.  nven to=-dgy lrc. Burge keeps

2 'iiule pan of cdadar on the stove,
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~f Little stores 4nd facilities 2% Ukoee codi& not ciways furnish the full necds-
0. is tr-de. To deil Livestock, furm products, or tor buying fzrm and hore needs
v2. teruas the nearkst trading center, end an all day trip by :agﬁn. "Perheps the
Livtie ﬂourcny stords and litile early dey vilizges were never meznt to survive.
-2f 1-. 4 store in Okpee run by Ted Long closed 14 doors in the ‘Late L940s. ALl
sl remel.o to-day &re the some ten or so dwellincs nenr the old town. Northeast
Vianlome hes bren be tq@ed by tne exictence of tric litile villege, ardd haying
ervetl its _urrose, Jkoee now lies pewcetully ot rest, remembered with arrection’

'y those wno knew it \ell 1n s day in the past, B Sy



