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>fho ca~.o for the four-day event. This event -vr.s be Id artrv.io.lly unt i l '%he rn
20s when the Indians berc.^. Reaving, when prosperity v:os st r. lor . eb§. throurh&l/T

_e postv.ar days of tna coun\tiry, Vr.rr. produce prices h d dropped to 3 .low
figure, hardly repaying for t^e.d. \l'.any Indicn frrns wort- ^v r l lo^d up\ \>y • v ;

;, loan companies, <.nd the Wor-pre,T.rit l;.nd hungry cattlemen. \ •
\ \ ' • ' ' - - \ . " .

urnlng back to the bore pleasant d-̂ ys of Okoee Indian i-air,' --rV burge t e l l *
ohctWople v/b.uld bring a l l kinds of;-things they gr^w, raised or m;tde to
trade\or s e l l . A good pro;nv.\ o\f rodeo events e..ch day c.dded t ^ excitement

Thero was the usual side\shows of the l i t t l e .traveling carnivals wnp '
were present eacn ye i r . ihe recal ls \one. yeir then- vrcs a a t ignt wire act.-,

went wrong with the equiW.eht and a mat; fe l l \sev rarl feet and hit
against â t r ee . His back was broke\n Arid he died wher* nc f e l l . The Dog £?how
..as one af the events .th^t was long vre^ierr.bered- Some ye? rs as niany J&S. 500 hunting
dors woulM be shown. Tne dogs .voula\ b^ entered in field t r i a l s , obedience \
contests, fend t r a i l i ng events, sometimes l s s t i n g a i l ' n i ^h t up into the next dayy
Prized dogs were bought, -sold, and tr^-4'd for small fortunes.

John Tucker\was one of the prominent Oh^roke^s of the community, having been
operator of \ trading post, as well as th.° fir. t posterster pf Okoee, but most
of -n.is time ^ias .devoted to laming. H^'home v:as a big lo/fshouse about half a mile'
northwest of Ukoee. I t was John Tuck^\who established the1 grrveyr.rd at Okoee i
.•r.ere mrny of .the Indians of the old daysl\vere l iuriod, jnd the cemetery be^rs the
Tucker name to\-day, and is kept up by spmei\of his decendents. Mrs. Eurge well
rPT»r.bei'c Grandma Tucker, thp foil-b-i^od C{ierokee matriarcn of early day ^koee.
iriring the flu epidemic of A'orld »or One when so many died, i ' r s . Hurge learned
a prevei.tative Against flu and,colds. Grandma Tucker instructed her ' to always
keep a l i t t l e pap of cedar leaves and twigs on the *v.ck of tne stove, where they.
•. ciiu smoke-a l i t t l e , but not burn, or just ,'-lve off an -essense of c^dar odor. '\ »
^PJS says tr is v.'aa done and a3 best as siie can r^ierr.ber her family Ind the Tuckers
.vere of tne few VAIQ did not gpt sick that winter, ^ven to-dsy Lire. Burge keeps
?. :ime nan of cedar on the stove.
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l i t t l e stores and f a c i l i t i e s ot Okoee cou'ld\ .not al.vays furnish the ful l needs •
ito t r rde . To Aeil l ivestock, f:.rm products^ or iof buyir.e: farm and hone needs
it£«».as tne nearest trading center, and an a i l day t r i p by w&gon. .'Perhaps the
tle country stores and l i t t l e narly day villages ."/ere nevrr meant to 'Survive.
i - . t store in Ok\oee run by Ted Long closed i t s doors in the la te 19V->s. All

t rem?i.^ to-day kre the some ten or so dwelling? ner.r the old town. Northeast'
'.horv i.kt b-en be,ftt»red by tne existence of t r i s l i t t l e ^ l l r g e , arid haying

i t s .-ur^ose, Cflkoe.e r.ow l i e s psact-fully c.t res t , rer.enbe'red with ai ' iection'
those wno knew i t well in a day in the past .


