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Indé% side A, part three, recording time 12 min, Interview time 13 hours,
t,’f"‘ .

Informant: . Katie Sam, b2-year-old tull’blosd Cherckee, of ;o
~ -Lowrey Prairie, Cherokee County, Cklahoma - . . '

Subject: Katie is the daughter of wWatt Sam and Mary Proctor Sam, and was
| born on Greenteaf Creek in Muskogee County. Theirs was a humble
N home ,” but they enjoyed untold weglth .in being near a clear
| sparkl:mg Ztream, having some rich rarm land in the valley, amd
- proteeted by the beautitul hillss She likes to remember this)
wondertul part ofrher.life when she was a little girl. Her rétner
"had worked hard to provide a comfortable nome, add rarmed n1$ valley
"acres well t& make a living for the family.
\
It would geem $hat the Churokees were not destined to enjoy anything
tor long on this earthy Again, the of't told story, here comes the
whiteman to wipe out ones litetime of sératching and scraping to
~ build a Little nome, the endless hours of clearing and claiming a
- ' lew acres.of land tio farm; and the attachment to a home znd land the
" tamily had become tb love so well, In one heartless greedy fell
‘ SwWoOp a government condemned, the rarms amd homes in beautitul Greenieaf
Valley to build Greenleaf lake, The Indians were pcic a meager pitance
for their years of#bard work that went into building their home and

»

tarm Land. This lijttle 'trail of tears! torced these mary Cnerokee
tamilies. to seek al/home some other place, The Sam family relocated .
on a Little piece of tlint rock Land near Cookson, but Mr. Sam was
retting too old tofagaln try to build up a rome amd farm again.
Yet even so, they pould npt eycape the onslaught of the whiteman,  for
here that hozrd came agaif with their Tenkiller Dam and Lake, .and
“he Cookson ilills Game Re§uge. Thé whiteman just cannot understand
that the Indian déeu rnot want to be crowded, or have his homeland
torn up, or h’§ wlRQ L ilie disturbed, The ihvasion and contamination
that started three or four hundred years ago knows no end. Watt and
* Mary Sam died. in the Cooksom; H$lls with'sad and heavy hearts believing
' that the future neid Little for ' tre uniticztion and way of lite so
,."opnd for by tne Cherokees. o
- Xatie lived with relatlvep for a while and attended a schodl near
Cookson. An opportunity ceme tor her to go away to an. Indizn school,
&nd-she wents to Cnllocco;lndlan Scnool tar awgy from her homeland.
Tor this opportunity-ske nas been greattul, ®&he stayed at Cnilocco
and graduated with the Class ot 1930. , e

Katie wzs employed at difterent place atter rinishirg her schooling,
but atier a-few. yeers her nealth tailed and she entered a sanitorium.
Her recovery ‘wzs good and she went to live with an aunt on Lowrey
Prairie in northern Cherokee County and has been here for many years.
Her ‘aunt passed away a ifew years ago and Katie lives in her humble
and comforteble home far removed from tne space age confusion.-Katie
enjoys llVlng alone at ner home well hidden in uhe woodiand ad301n*ng
tne Prairie. ) .



