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I&i‘omant: Frank Warren, 77-year-old Cherokee, r. . ’
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years times got hard and people did n

- Peggs, Cherokee County, Oklahoma P
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‘'Frank was born and ralsed in Cherokee Coun’oy a:;d is well mi‘ormed* - -

about its places and people. His wife is Molly %hade, a full-blood
Cherokee also born and raigséd near Peégs. o , .

Close to the Cherokees is the memory .of the:.r relzt,lves and frlends
who have passed on, and they talk about the old Indian burial places
they know about, in their part of the countyy:. "Some of these old .
graveyards are the Swimmer, New Hope, Redbird, Downlng, ;g Teprapin-
that are locgted in their home’ area. . ' , : Y
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There are many 1nstances where the Indlans just buried the:.r dead

in some convenient place near their home and frequently without. g‘, »
any marker. Frank speaks of one case at F:Lte ,Thompsons where Ca
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there vere four or five people burled undér the front porch. - w
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-He recalls one time when he '1lived down on Blackbird Creek, thexe < .

Was an old IndIgn by name, of John Hicks camé to see them{ He-was
carrylng a witching rod and.got h1m ard his brother to’go visit an
old .grave nearby. It was, belig Jq be the grave -of Dankel ﬂedb;rd
and’ this o0ld‘ Indian had reasor}:é:at Some money was ‘buri ed with him..”

. When they got to the grave, John employed his witching fod and each ,_ *

time he came by a .certain 'spot near the grave the.roq would dip. e
The old man said he would be back later and wanted the boys to help
him dig for the poney.* Some while kater he returned carrying his
rod and a rifle, Frank and his brother went with him that“night and

dug a big hole down beside the'grtave. Theyrebeled then when the old

man wanted them to dig gideways into the grave, and filled the hole
back up. A while after thct they noticgd that, someone had been bzck
to the grave and reopened it. sthether. or not any money wzs found

, was never, known., Sometime later this .-JohntHicks and anothcr Indian
by name of Charley Hutchins went down on Spriag Creek looking for.

another grave near where the old Negro Seminary was., They found the
grave they were losking for and ag*reed to come back on a certaln date

.a month later and dig. ©On the arpomued time Hicks came* to Hutchins
home but learned he had moved out of Lhe country, so *Hicks went on to
-the grave himself. hen he cot +heré he found. thet the grave had been
dug into and an iron kettle was laying on top of the ground. It is said

thutathere were stain spots inside the kefile indicating th:et gold cmd
silver coins had been in it. Just what becase of Charley Hutchlns W,
never knovm, but. he rever returned to nls home.K . ‘e,
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when Frank wes & young nan he and an older bro uher started a blacksmltm
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shop in Peggs. IFrank was just learning the Lrgde when one day his brother
came by to tell him heewas quitting the“’trade to go into someother tus resc,

znd yeve Frank the shop to go it by himself. Frank tells of the hard &
he had learning the smithy trade by-himself, but he did le arn and “made
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llvmg for a While, Ope of his first jobs by himself was shoeing a pair

of outlaw mules which other horsesho? had refused to work on, After ten

shop,. and w~ent to look lor some other way to make a living.
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hzve any money. so he closed up vife



