
February o ,

Index side B, f i r s t part , recording time 20 minutes.

\
ormant!

\

Subject!

Sarelda Williams ^rye, 8l-yeai>-oid Shawnee,
Whitepak Hi l l s , Craig County, Oklahoma /
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This full-blood Snawnee woman recal ls her Reople te l l ing of
coming to this woodland h i l l country of Indian' Territory afte"r
naving been driven from their home in IowS. She has lived a
simple and humble l i f e in th is area a l l of her years• Her , -
father was Billy Yvilli&ms, who lived to he, ll$uyears t)ld. In
his ea r l i e r years ne carried mail on horseback and by hack
thru tne northern part of the old Cherokee. Hat ion.

• /

The Shawnees of this original Jand have/all died out, and thei r
decendents have scattered widely/ Very few Shawnees l ive in
this area now, yet they teep in close contact wi th one another.
They preserve some 01 their old'customs and bel iefs . In tne old
days the Shaitfnees did not have a church building, but would meet
at different homes for services. Sne remembers old preachers
l ike Sam Bread,/Moses Harvey,,and Si las Journeycake. When one
of their/member died, people /could come to the home where they
woaid s i t in meditation and prayer, cer ta in others would prepare
the body io r burial , and others would prepare the feas t . Tne
burial would be on tue second day. The third day was lor
mourning. On tne fourth day a l l the people would wash the i r
hegds and then go, home, /These were very sacred •events.

r s . Frye talks7 about the/ old graveyards of the Indians of long
''ago. Just south of her home is an old Cherokee burial ground
wmcfl was l a s t used in 1910. I t i s located back in tne woods
In, a small clearing, but ca t t l e t^tve Jus"t about destroyed the
physical evidence of th is sacred place. Except lor. tne oniy
marble .marker, a l l the other markers are of sandstone on wnich
dates and/or Cherokee syllables are scratcned. Tnis was known
as ttyfe Lu-li or Boots Cemetery. A lew miles west of her home
is the old abandoned cemetery known as the Secondine Graveyard.
Some 17 graves can be counted nere, and the las t burial was in
!92t>. Alter abandoning This burial place, the Shawnees started;
another cemetery farther back m tne Shawnee Hills known as the1

Carpenter Graveyard. „ I t would seem, in several cases, names of
bur ia l places cnanped f~Dm time to time. /

Long ago she recal ls her iatn<-r t a i l ing of carrying tne«:nail in
Indian Terri tory, bhe does not know where'the place Was, but hor
father would t e l l of-going to a r iver where a man on the otheir side
would walk a l l tne way across on a raft -of saw logs to bring hirr. the
mail bag.

She Recalls ner father t e l l ing o l a time at tne beginning of the Giv
uar. I .Then, he waa l iving with nis mother, grandfather '• and some
uncie|s along a-r tver . "One day they saw some soldiers coming-and nis

folks calie'S to him to climb up in ' a tree to hide. His l i t t l e sistc
was with him and he took her up in, the tree-with him. The men also
hid themselves from tne so ld ie rs . Her father said tne men iookea


