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Informant: Scott Secondine, B0-year-oid Shawnee, of < T
’ Whiteoak community, Craig County, Oklahoma —

. 3
Subjects Mr, Secondine was born and raised in the Shawnee Hill country
/ ol northeastern Rogers County. » He L-s maintained his home
1n this area all of nis life ‘except for a period during #worlid
war I when he was in service,

He begins this interview telling ot tne time at the beginning
' of the war in lyl7. Several men of his area whom he knew had
already lost their lives overseas in the war. W&hen nhe was
called up for enlistment, some of his triends and_relaétives
} so teared that he too would not come back thict they talked
_ him into selling his land allotment Znd disposing o all of
> nis belongings, Typicad ot an Indian-outlock, ne tnougnt - - -
’ 1Y this was'to be, then ne wo.ld leave no cofnectiosns or :
ties, He went into the Army and served tor the duration,
seeing combat overseas, But he d}d come back. It was not
easy, to reestablish himselt, but he did‘'and llVEd a content
and comtortable life until hisretirement.
L . , . .
He tells ot the destructiveness ot-prairie tires in his early
days, recalling one fire in'whjcn the men worked hard to control
- tne flames, that one man rell glead trom exhaustion. His land
¥as on the eastern side ot the Shawnee Hills and took i1n some ‘
N ot tne adjoining prairie grastland. Wnenever a prairie fire
broke wut; neighbors from all arourd would come to heip. It -
.. WS really a fight for survival, as nomes, buildin's, crops
\ and livestock hadbeen known to be destroyed.

The SHawnees of the old days had a little coun: ry school back
ir tneir nill country known as Kelly School. A rellow tribesman,
- George Beily, pave two acres ol his allotmert for the scrool
builaing. iany bndwnee cnildren attended thi%® cariy day place
of Learning. - e - R . 3
Very near Kelly dScnool, is the ceremonial and siemp dance grounds
ol tnese Shawnees. for over eijnhty years tnese Indians .have
preserved and carried on their Gréen Corn Dance,tne Butialo Dance,
/ tne Harvest Dance, ‘ard other-tiaditional ceremonies. To the
uninformed the Indian dance 1s not in tne parallel of the white
man's dance, But instead 1t 1s 2 way of worship, of .thanksgiving,
a request of tne Great Spirit for puidance por nelp, or arny ot
several religious activities, JIne stomp dances are neid twice
each year, or mcre 1f oCcasion demands, and thc Shawnees look
formerd witn entnusias—. DeLaware and Cherokee irienas also
attend these gatherings as guests.

Typical also ofr tne Indian was nis love of hunting dogs. Dogs

ol good breeding for tox ing, wolt hunting, coon &nd snuirrel
hunt _ng all brought a joy and gladness to these men whenever

tney would have their megtings. ~Some—ot the men knew tneir dogs -
o well taat at night they couald tell by bark and -bawl what they

were after, as well a3 what position each 1nd1v1dual dog was 1in, “



