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Informant: Scott Secondine, dO-year-oid Shawnee, of
Whiteoatc community, Crtaig County, Oklahoma

}_^

Subject: Mr. Sgcondine was born and raised in the Shawnee Hi l l country
oi northeastern Rogers County. * He h--s maintained h-is home
in tnis area* a l l of nis" l i f e 'except for a period during Aorld
War I when he was in service.

He begins this interview telling" of tne time at the'beginning
of the war in l y i ? . Several men of his area whom he knew had
already los t their l ives overseas in the war. Men he was, r
called up for enlistment, some of his friends and,.relatives
so feared that he too would not cone" back.thet they talked
him into sel l ing his land allotment and disposing of a l l of

^ nis.belongings, Typicai of an Indian-outlook, ne tnougnt - -
if this was to be, then he ,wo«ld lepve no connections or
t i e s . He went into the Army and served for the duration,
seeing combat overseas. But he did come back. I t was not
easy to reestablish himself\ but he did and lived a content
and comfortable l i fe un t i l hisretire-rent.

He t e l l s ol the destructiveness o i -pra i r ie f i res in his early
days, recalling one f ire in which tne men worked hard to control
tne flames, that one man fe l l fiead from exhaustion. His land
ASS on the eastern side of the Snawnee Hil ls and took in some

,. of tne adjoining .prairie grastland. Anenever a pra i r ie f i re
broke «out> neighbors from a l l arourlti would come to help. I t '
was really a fight for survival , as homes, buildings, crops *

\ and livestock had ibeen known to be destroyed.

The Stfawnees of the old days had a l i t t l e country school br.ck
in tneir n i l l country known as Kelly School. A fellow tribesman,

' . " George ^ei ly , ^ave two acres of his allotment for the school
building, ilany i>hawnee cnildren attended thiS" early day place

. .< of learning. - *• - •

Very near Kelly ^cnool, i s the ceremonial and siemp dance grounds
01 tnese Shawnees. for over eirhty years tnese Indians^have
preserved and carried on thei r Green Corn Dance,tne Bufi'aio Dance,

I tne Harvest Dance, "and other- t radi t ional ceremonies. To the
uninformed tne Indian dance is not irijtne para l le l of the white
man's dance, Sut instead i t is a way of worsnip, of.thanksgiving,
a request of tne Great Spi r i t for guidance QT neip, or any oi
several religious a c t i v i t i e s . Ine stomp dances are held twice
each year, or mere i f occasion demands, and thtj Shawnees look
forward witn- entnusias-^ , Delaware and Cherokee iriends also
atterid these gatherings as guests.

Typical also of tne~~indiah was r.is love of hunting dogs. Dogs
of good breeding for foxjauating, wolf hunting, coon and Srjuirrel
hunting a l l broufiit a joy and gladness'to these men wnenever
they would have ^heir meetings. SoTne~of"iihe men knew tne i r dops -
-so well t.aat a t night they coald t e l l by bark and-bawl what tney
were a f t e r , as well as what position e&ch individual dog was in .


