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was a time in nistory where a people who had been displaced and removed" to
. another land by strong oppressors. To salve the government's action, the

Indians •s?ere;lio be left alone, \4 try to build a new nation,for themselves,
./After soof 50 years the CheroWes had built a new nation complete with an

excellent government, organized courts and geographical d is t r ic t s , good
educational faci l i t ies and a respected society. The progress 'and attainments,
made by the Cnerokees in 50 years in their new homeland must have made the

.rest of America look like MNecl in the f i r s t reader", Tnis. the go'vernment
just could not stand. So here comes the Dgwes commission and a horde of
other white guys to divide" #p land tnat was not even thei rs . Many Cjjerokees
did not umi^rstand what i t was about,,many did not speak or read English, v

and many were content with the homes and litt le-patches t>f land they had
spent a lifetime grubbing and hoeing out of the wilderness. Few, i f any,'
Indians were advised, counseled, or given adequate explanations of- the

•Dawes commission and^ts act iv i t ies . Had the Cherokees been on equal
bargaining footing with the wniteman, many could have investigated, observed,
and learned of the Cherokee Nations lands and had the opportunity to select
and be allotted good productive land. Yet, i t a l l came/about almost over
night. This was a onCe-in-a-life-time* event. 'Add"too, many Indians did not
trust the government, whatever they said or promised. Again, i t was*the'
beginning of troubles i(or the Indians, ôme lands allotted to the Indians,
who did not want a change from tneir established home, were immediately the
victims of wh'itemen who;bought the land lor neWly nothing. These facts are
related by this full-biqodi"€herokee%ho lived and saw them happen.

• . \
Mrs,, Ross has seen many things in her lifetime. She was a t Tahlequ^h when-
the WicJtLxri brothers were on t r i a l . Their story hasteen told many times. \
Starting from an unwise move of U. S. Marshalls attempting to force' the
parents of the W:Lc"]cfe&f f brothers to t e l l of some alledged whisky movement -
of which the*, boys were under suspicion, turned three good Cherokee boys
into outlaws and k i l l e r s . \ Few men of that- day would have -stood by meekly • "
while their Old mother andldad were pistol whipped for.no cause. So, begin.,
tne hunt by U. S# Marshal^iTom'Gilstrap and his deputies, that-ended years
]}ater with two of the Mckiif f boys giving themselves up a t Tahlequah, The
oys were t r ied / with W, W.i Hastings as one of the. lggal representatives,

(The . trai l wa* held in tne Old Opera House in Tahlequah, Mrs, Ross recal ls . ,
The boys were freed ana each given a bouquet of roses*.' The boys left the
t r ia l without comment ancl returned to thBir home in the Spavinaw Hills ,
The third brother of the VficKlil'f family disappeared while he .was being '
shunted, and many believe he went into Old Mexico, never to. return,

Simetimes people /oreign to the Indian Nation had'to have a rugged set of •
insides.^o cope ;with cpndi^io^s encountered in the early days. Such'was the
case of. a wtiitewoman teacher who come from"6he east to $®acil at the Cherokee
Female -Seminary around. 18^7, A group of -Indian boys planned to in i t ia te the'
lady by scaring .her, Indian styJle. Tne boys showed up one night painted and
ready to scalp in jest*.. War whoops, Indians on racing horse's, and war
dancing I was enough -to feeese the blood, Airing this time, not a l l the girls
fit the Seminary were informed of the activity, when someone yelled "nlad-dogy/
The stampede tnat followed caused some of the girls to get hurt, and the

• lady frpm tne Kast-neariy died of fr^igni^ '^e Indian boys disappeared into
the nigiht, - - - . . • •
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