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wills tilled With sawdust. At the river théy would saw’out blocks of ice and
‘bring them in for storage. The ice would keep well upinto the summer. In the
days betore ice boxes, the reirn.gerator, ‘and the deep—freeze chest nature
provided for tne pﬂlbneers. Lo ;w. o T
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It was in this area that Mr. Ross grew up m‘bh and knevf marv of the” Indlan ’ N
families of his.day. Older men of hz.fy*ounger days were of the Cherokee.
-families .of Bluebird," Boney, Ghristie, Balleu, Bat, We.Lcn'* and \Sanders. T s
A few miles on east in the Rowe Prairie chuntry and ‘the location of the - ..
Saline Courthouse weré tne Duncans (Red Cloud being’ the most prominent);
B.Lackfox, Spades 3 Su,ndays, Rewe s PiKkup, ’BIuebird Lev:., Osage and otners.

He ,m.t’Lects on the olden days partlcularly on ‘che ouﬁlook and a’bta.tude of
!people then, He says it someope had. sickness the nea.ghbbrs would come in. ‘
and, take care of his plowing o “harvesting, care for the sick, and genera.t.ly .
see to their We.Liare. But he says to—day e cant even n:.re a, man for & .L:Ltt..Le
yard vork, e S T . . -
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He' reCails i;he Ind:.am Terr:.tory‘ days 4 his’ home connnunitymhen the only‘ 1aw
Was' what men.cerfied on their hip. .A. few Uy 5 Marshals: Toamed-the colntry.

One such was:a Iganied Gillstrap,’ without whose” presencfe they “would have
been bet'ber of.f,, A% was him Who. firned the Wickliff . into oublawsfr

Mr, Ross says-the Wickl:.ffs weré his frie’ri‘ds and;; thef used -to come ‘stay .
AY1 night-ak-his home sputh of- ‘Locust, ~He tells thab""he would go %o phe . " C
‘store and*buy ammurittion for “them.: He recalls that those boys were the  ~ -~
-best, marksmen hé~had evtar seen_. ,,They ceuld hn.'b 8 pebble tnrown mtq the :
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Pmm:ment in early day Indiarr lzfe in the area e 5. Steve Foreman and ST
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. Ross’ says hat when he iamed n t?ze va.[ley Where.. tne i?awn 1s no.’: ‘ahere N
were treéstonly ~on_the" hﬂltops__,.and lls:udes." iBut now the whole valley o
isifilled 'with trees, - 'He refiémbers the Big hay meadéws“sonth of wheye ' -. .-
’the roadis now,. and. says, there@ used 0" ‘ber héhdreds of Hay. mows st«andmg T
fpnm.ptei- use, That was long beforg balmg hay &#me- into: prac’sn.ce. j
& young boy he uoz"I@d for.his unclé 1n thgse hay. ¥ieids running the go eva.l
and "sulky rake. $e hHe ‘hells‘ xtmas always hlS mz.siortxme ﬁg run 1nto a bume.e

bee's nest. U e e R

«’A — ~

'J- .t
ye T

R

‘Before th‘e exlstance “of Locust,ﬁrove s Ross Ee,lls of it Ind:,an by the name o’f -

- Chewey {or Tsu-wi’) ‘who.Tived up on th hidl’ east:bof to@f Chewey-was wanted
; for soufe” crime and’ Was known to bé’ neant *and nasty m.th lmne -and gun. One, of

" his,uncles by marriage and anﬁther 'man, ‘Cooley Beiey th also in trouble Wwith
the .Lai, werestold hhat they cou),d Tedesm tnen(selveseﬁf théy brought -in Chewey. ~
fope. night. they-went o, C'rhewe}:f»s house and;’ “being known tg.fiim, weyellet in, -

i The two - nien.got Chewey‘ to play . the fiddlé and while sp~being enterta:med they
%o shot" and Killed the. Bane . Tné ‘.Layf and ;;usﬁiee made some,strange and conius:mg

tux:ns J.n thoSe éarly d"ays. -_«.~.;«_ : g 3 e L | &
- Man of bb-ﬁgy has not 1mpraved on Some' tradlhops and seli respect. Ross c:t.tes

. the matter gt+d man'3 worde T the early days. of this Cherokee Natish when a, :
“man. -gave’ h4s. word, J.t ;‘.ould be depeqded upen and o, signed agreement was nesded.’ .
- He' to L& tnab mén sentenc@ for: pumslment to¥lowing “trials at the Cherokee.." &
h,‘?ﬁapitol atpilahlequah would 'he? ‘rele aged-on their word to return on.a cértain day
to receivg pupishmen’t,, uswlly at: the" uhipp:g;xg tree of to be hung... With no? -
ond or c,bntract the oi’fenders never Broke %helr wond. A far cry from this .

ay whe%iﬂmarw ‘t a4, it 5 S0, éa&‘;y €° .Lie thm ”the:.r téeth Wftha no consaience. S
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