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7:—Index_sid§A, recording, Fixﬁe 17 minutes, ol o
Infofza'maﬁt':' Commodore Ross, S-year-old Cherokeé, - T e
' . Locust Grove, Oklahoma

"

Sibject:s.  During the Civil Ear, Daniel Ross and his wife sett;!.e
'Possum Hollow at the largest ot two springs located abopt
a mile east of what was later to be the town of Locust Grove.,®
They improvéd and farmed the valley extending out of the hollow
and at one time owned all of the area where Locust Grove. is now
located., Tnese were ‘the” grgndparents. oi Commodore Ross.. From
these tull-blood Cherpkéss came many decemdents now living in -
a wide area of Chemokee, llayes,, and Delaware Coonnties, As Mr,
.- Ross sits at his little home at the southwest edge of Locust
. Grove he recalls much of his younger days in the district, and
looking out his window tells that one tire he had a field of
corn where the main street of the 'tov?n):.s now.
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Perhaps Joel Bryant sy a part Cherokee, may have had one of the

first stores at Locust Grove, . The.original Bryant Store was -

on the hill about & mile north of the present location of the

town, and it was one of the first trading posts to b& put in

- in that area.. In later years he moved down. to the mouth of

YPossum Hollow. g is not known when ‘thé town got its name, .
C but Mr. -Boss says-jit, was named for the’ big grove of biack
locust trees that grew on the hill in the South:part of the’
settlement, * The village was still very young.in the year 1900, -

* but it was beginning to enjoy some *trade as it was also ‘at the

crossroads of travelers passing thru ithe countrf. The Ross

- place and the springs nearby was a popu.Lar stopping p.l.aee or -

early day travelers, To-day the old Ross homesite’ 1§ ‘a State
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3 nghway Park and the springs are ‘ktown as Pipe«-Springs. R -y
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W&n.le Joel B:;ant was mnning his little store north.of t‘he i < \‘
locust grove, he also had a post office th\ere known as Pecan ‘ot
P, 0, VWest of the grove about three miles or so at the Gap, »
. was another little postoffice and'store called Mark, Both. of C

‘these establishments were short lived and were consol:.dated v
later as the Locust Grove Post Office.” OLd Man JMcMullen was
postmastér for jhe new establlshment/’ At. thatthere were a ,

\ ) couple of stores and a blacksn,x:}}n/silop to &tart the beg:.nning -

- of this little tom. },f L RS

' ,Q‘ v - Lo P .
-

x4 -

. . Commpdore's mother had “tokd bim that in fhat; January‘ of. wtsu
- 'when he was born there was- €ighteen ‘inches-of snow on the ground. )
.~  -He saysrthat thru.the years.the weather in this country has changed :
. very mich, and that winters of the old dayd were mucn worse than We
K know to-@ay. He remembers. When old man Bryant would haul n'elght
*  across frozen Grand River. in a wagon, and this, is somethmg that. -
the present %eneratlon ha§. not seen, .WHen'wagons and horses crossed
over the icde Jon the river 'sawdust.was spread to give theft Ioohng.
v : Crossing Gra}/ad"‘lver was sonetimes' dangerous when the- ice 'was
' breaking up %and floating down, and many -times the ferry could’ not. -

-

R operate , Sometimes it would be.:days or weeks beiore people-could"
o get -to’ Pryor and to points west, | Ice on the river in those €arly
s days was, ngt all adverse. ,\Pe’.te bullt ice houses mth wide uoubJ.e
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