‘s o " / -9-
and gardens and all ggat. And then the young men started out. And at
harvest t¥me when thé& used to get througp H”arvesting their corn, them
bo&s have enough money they'd bring‘a team in with harness. And sometimes
ride on horseback and bring the horse in, and fit them up with harness--
like at Wéatherford, Watonga, Canton, Kingfisher; El Reno, Calumet--young
Indians would buy’their own harness and wagons and haul it home. Those‘
were the systems. | S | r

(Back in those days, what kind of arops could they méke money on--like ifh
ghey were going into it to maké money ?) ,/ . //'\

Most 'of it was corn and oats. \ . !

_CROPS RAISED AND SHARE CROPPING: STOR ABOUT JESS'S LEASE MAN

>

(Fi they were fais;ng it to sell,ahow.would they go about getting rid of
it--or gefting their mney out of‘it?) o
’

Well, mostly the system of that sort was that they{a sharecrép with.a man,
vesides what they raised for themselves for their own use, and in turn they‘é
sell their share of the sﬁarecrop--give it to the same'farmer that raised -
it on the shareérop baéis.i.Or maybe another man would wme in a?d buy. the
corn from them ang husk it himself, all the way. Those were the systems.
'(Now he would be shareé£opping'with a white‘man or another Indian?)
No, q'whité man, yeah. It's mostly the leséeei-gharecrop with them. Gnce
in a ‘Wh‘il‘e, I know I had it lucky tvf):.ce, my lease expired. in July. 1:11 1905-_.
I think ; Qas a- senior or junior at Haskell--not knowing, I came home fdi
sué&éf\vgcat;on and the head farmersgand'yhite men were stationed at Watonga, -
Géaiy,'Calumet‘and Bgidgepég{uand down  there south of Fort Reno.” They go -
'out and\chéck the Indiahs. Weil, they have to come out and éheck mé--chéck
our i)ar‘t; of the country north.of Geary--the so.il’(imintelligible word). :
:Sé this farmer éays, "Jess, there'é-aicorn crop on your place but your lease ”
expired in*July: So that man is either‘going to have to.lose that corn-—~
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because it will be yours after July l--or.‘}e‘ll have to charge aim for

trespassing. And we will appraise your crop.” I said,’ "Do whatever is

right, I'm dot om to those‘things."‘ That's when I was going to school.



