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He remembers when only travel" by Indians was in cowred wagon,
norseback, or on foot. Sorae Indians did not even own a wagon,
and the Indian vmo trmied a saddle -was considered well-to-do.
Sometimes they vould go ashlar as twenty miles to churcn in a '
wagon over rougn roads or jus't trajLis thru^tlie woods,

camp at church for two or tliree days.

On Snake Creek Flats and on Howe Prai r ie he says the timber is "
just the sarae;now as i t wasthen, just 'mostly'scrub oak and blackjac.
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He s&ys that when he was small boy, Vinita, I , T,, was the closest •
torrn of any size in th i s /par t of Cherokee Nation. He remembers
when there was no toy.'n where iocust Grove is now. At one t ine
he remembers that ' Eose, Okla. was a town, with five or s ix 'stores,
and several houses, butnorf nothing but post office and four or
five houses. -

He relates , about early, day, Pryor, when a well v/as dug in middle
of s t r e e t , but SB^fir^ar tes ian v.ater capie out end k i l led grass
so the weil was f inal ly f i l l ed in and closed up.

V*

old Indian convention grounds'at ^oodysj meetings at
Johnson Prairie-Indian Cjmr'ch end at Ter is i ta .

In ea r l i e r ciays he recalls tnat cotton vas grown around the -area
•where, lie l i ves . -In addition to cotton, the Indians also grew
com, oats and maize. Lost ecrly day Indian families each had a
l i t t l e tobacco patch. 'Sorghum cane was also an important cro'p
as the Indians made thei r molasses eacn f a l l for winter u s e .
Chen range .permitted caftie alia hogs to graze ana feed, -wherever
they v/ai.ted. He t e l l s of- wild hogs running iir-^he woods. r- ,

He t e l l s coout raising tol-icco , f.nd the -,;ork in betiding :,nd
c a f i re - o r i^» ^e* aad special disl ike ibr tne .vorns thrt-.ate1^..
on thetpbacco plants , ' " .

Ha rel iecus on ..ow the coontiy na£ c .ai.^ed in rolct ion to 1L nd,
people, crid .;ays or l iving. He net ur; vt lc i ; r / l i t t l e away
from his home, but nas kept up with news tff other parts thru
newspapers. He reads both Cherokee and Soglishj and remembers
..iien he used to received the papers printed in Cherokee from
Tahlequah.

# •

Talks about other Inui^:: - r i : eb <11 :n vlr.g Cifierent language.
Ho wishes dl Indians spoke sane language, but real ises irota
reeding Biftiig tnat tnere is reason for dif ierent language among.
Ind i s . s . Also talks about Indians sud the i r environments in
different parts of the uorid, aid r.o.i -hey-heve to cdapt ther.seives
to% t he i r part of the country.

Ke talks about times when Go^ernnor\t xought the Indians, « hen he
v>as sup[X)sed to be taking care of them. ac dont understand about
Gen, Custer or Gen. Arbuckie whjr they we.-e bent on t o t a l elimination

'of Indian. They' db funny, he thinks. *

&e believes the Indians s t i l l remembers the herbs, plants , , and roots
• for food and medicines., "e. points to a plant outside- tne window
which he says i s good Indian medicine, but we could not identify,
although i t looked sometMag l ike wild blackberry. He t f i l s of -an


