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' whiteman owns 900C acres.
of land in Cherokee lLatiol without being btothdred and Live happy.

" tike Indian, eéxcept w..iteman\wahts what

Jim Hughes . 2=

at Cnristmas the Indians would give a bag of corn, howme made bread,
a_kunutche ball, dried fruit, a.piece of cloth, gingerbread, a hand
of tobacdo, a clay pipe, and othen useful but 1nexpensive gifts,
They all lenjoyed those cariy aay Christmas times. One Christmas ne
received lten Little .22 rirle shell which hede him so glad.

He Lives mear the oM Indian Territony District Courthouse knowm

as Saline  Heiremenbers the first Little .Log building of tne
Saline Codrthouse which was located on the Red Cloud Duncan place.,
Later it was_moved farther east and rebuilt as a la rge two story
frame and Btone building, which-still stands today, altho used as

a residence, it starnds also as a monument to a proud and hardy
Deople. ¢ remembers the tirst courthouse building &s a littie .
Log structyre with rough board floor and a fireplace. As he rccails
the building did ..ot have the cracks chinked betwecen the Logs, -but
it sufticed| as a center of Low and justice. e says punishment was
swift .and just, sometimes resulting in whipping at the tree,.o0%
hanging. says a return of Indian Law from the old days noufd
correct som¢ of the present.day ills of the country,

o)

He' rettects lon the nistory ot the Cnerokees since-they have been in
‘Oklo homa and| feels that they hzve nad and are.having a nard. time.
"He says you camnot make a white man out of an Indian, which tne
government and others have been trying to do for two or three
hgndred yea's, and are working even harder at it today. He thinks
the government is the one whno make big line between wniteman and
Indian when great promise was made that " yow go Live in Indian
Territory, ang it all belong to you as long as water flows and
.grass grow'. |He dont understand what happen, XNo pLace to move
Indlan, but government keep taklng Land, state taking Land, blty
“of Tulsa taking land, build big dams and make Lakes = no more
ruhning watery Cant get to Lakes for whiteman summer nomes and
boat docks ang "keep out' sign. Stdte take over all wild game and
tish, now tell| Indian ot his no more. Sometimes nave to buy
license to hunt and fish Indian's own gane. Dont understand,
Government bak 10,000 acres. land neaxr Fryor for wer ptant. Use
one~tenth ol land. | Aest of iand could blong to Indians. But no,
only big wnite ca ttLemen get benetfit on lease, ior over 25 yeags
now, Indian hunting.place to Live, Ho place to go. «hzt povernment
dont take, wiite man tekes. Very few acres in Cherokee liation now
.owned by Indisn, kost\Indians limited to zbput LU acres ot land,
but wniteman can own thdusands of acres. South of Leach, one
Once Indian could till and tend a piece

But whiteman and governmen vo uld just nof leave him along.. . the
Indian wents no more to be \ike w.iteman, than whiteman wzhts to be
indlan gots ahiveman lavws
and land use have eveﬁ\klilnd the Indian's natural way of making e
living, as ne’was primsrily a hunter, rishermarn, and woodsmen. Had
he been left alohg when transplaited to Inaian Territory in 1839, ‘he
then today couwld be enjoying ‘he kind of Lire charscteristic of nis
race. lr, Hughes believes the jumping oIr place in the existence of ~
the 'Indian race is very nezr.

He says tne Innién was put here just to live and get by, and not to
get rich and own mucnh land and manj thing.
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