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Jim Hughes, 83-year-old full™slood Cherokee,
. of Snake Greek Flats, Delaware County, Okla,

He taiks of condlblono seen by the Cherokees on

thelir arrival in this new countny trom Georgia

ana the east in 1839, as he remembers stories

told him by- nis grandmother, who came on the

Trail ot Tears. 4s reiatea to nim, tne Inuians

viere rele,sed Irom Army comtrol on arrival in

tne Indian Territory anu .eit %o fenu Lor.tnemserves
as best &ney couid, ,lhey viewed a wilderness and

an uncertain future in a strange lanu. Yet tfor a
people who nad Juot survived.-one of the most tragic
triais in this country!? s history, they accepted tneir
lot, proving they would not be beaten, For example,
for Hughes relutes, one ol the rirst things they did - *
in their new homeland was to find a.Little patch of
Lend and plant corn by neans of digging a hole vd. th

2 stick,

Jin Hughes was born on Spring Creek in tne Cedar Brufr
area near Grand River in 1885, and lived their until

. he was nine yecrs. old, He tirst attended Cedar Bluft

Scnool to begin nis Limited educations He Likes to
recall that near-nhis fome on Spring Creek, né cowld
hear wild turkeys gobble nearly every morning and sce
deer when he was on his way to school. He learned to
ilsh end hunt very early and talks of it as a part of
tne’ Indiap wiay of life.

*lhe family moved east to Snaxe Creek Flats in Lé%h where | ¢
grazing lend and tillsble zcres were somewhat better,

From their newhome he attended school zb Snake Creek

and at Smith Cnapel for a wnile, abandoning the efrort

to farm, cut wood, and raise a few cattle. &nd here

ne nas 1ived all tnese years, witnessing the.meny changes
that heve come to atfect the Cnerokee vway of Life,

Iii nis karly g ays the observance of wniteman's Thanksgiving
Day v.s.not & part or the Inaizn's Lite, Ioiever, the
Cnerokee emBra:ced tne spirit of thankfulness each day zs

a definite part of nis Life know1ng that al| he had ‘came

.. from' uhe Creator. lr, Hughes does remember that the

Indians observed the spirit of Christmas and its mea ing
when he wasa Littie boy. kost Inaians had Little mohey :
to spend tor gift exchanging, but.did give of what little
they had during the holiday seg80ns He recails tnat one -
time an old Irdian, Jerr Bailed, cams to their home on.
Spr1ng Creek, -and was greeted by his mother with MChirstmas
Gift", ALl that he had to give was a piece of tobacco,

. wihich was zccepted in the true spirit. At other times
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