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Informant: * Jim Hughes, 83-year-old fulFHilbod Cherokee,
, of Snake Greek F l a t s , ^elaware\County, Okla.

Subject: , He taxicsof conditions seen by the Cnerokees on
tnei r ar r ival in th is new country iron Georgia

t ana the east in Id39> as ne remembers s tor ies
told him by- nis grandmother, who came on the
•Brail or Tears* As related to -aim, tne Inaians
were released from Army con-trol on ar r iva l in
tne Indian Territory anu.xeit to.fenu ior,tnemseives
as best |;hey could. , J-'hey viewed a wilderness and
an uncertain future in a strange lana. Yet for a
people'who nad jujt survivedcone of the most tragic
t r i a l s in this country's his tory, they accepted tne i r

'- l o t , proving they would not̂ .be^ beaten. For example,
for Hughes re ic tes , one 01 the' f i r s t things they did * *
in tneir new homeland was to find a - l i t t l e paten of
lend and plant corn by means of digging a hole.with
a s t ick , ' .

J in Hughes was born on Spring Creek, in tne Cedar Bluff
area near Gra.nd Hi-ver in 1885, and lived tne i r un t i l
ne'was nir.e years, old. He f i r s t attended Cedar £iuff
Scnool to begin nis limited education.- He liices to
reca l l that near- nis ifome on Spring Creek, ne could
hoar wild turkeys gobble nearly every morning and see

1 deer when he was on his way to school. He learned to
fish end hunt very early and talks of i t as a part of
tne' Indian v/ay of l i f e .

w4
^ h e family moved east to SnaKe Creek F la t s . in j&eh where . •
grazing lend and t i l l a b l e acres wore somewhat be t te r .
From the i r newhome he attended school a,t Snake Creek
and a t Smith Cnapel for a while, abandoning .the effort
to farm, cut wood, and raise a few c a t t l e . And here
ne nas lived a i l tnese years,, witnessing the,many changes
that hi.vc come to affect the Cherokee way of l i fe*

In nis bar lydays the observance of .wnitenan's Thanksgiving
Day w.s.not a" part of tne Indian's" l i f e . However, the
CneroKee emtfrar.ced the s p i r i t of thankfulness each day as
a definite part of nis l i f e knowing that ad} he had came

. • froin' t<ne Creator. Mr, Hughes does remember that the>
Indians observed the . sp i r i t of Christmas and. i t s meaning '
when he v^asa l i t t l e boy. Most Inaians had l i t t l e money1 •"

- td spend for gift exchanging, but .did give of what ^Little
they had during the holiday s e ^ o n . .He reca l l s tnat rone
time an old Indian, Jeff Balleii /cans to t he i r home on.
Spring ^reek, -and was greeted" by his mother with ."Chirstraas
Gift",. All tha t he had to give'was ajpiece 0$ tobacco,

. which was accepted in tne true s p i r i t . At other times


