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December k,

Index side B, second part," recording time 20 minuWs,

Informant:

Subject:

Ben Wood, 76-year-old Cnerokee, i ad nis v.ii'e Liaude,
a 70-year-old Cherokee, of Zena Cormunity,
Delaware County, Oklahoma.

Botn of these people /'were born, ana raised in nc.-.rby
woodward Hollovr end have lived in this area i l l of
their l ives. Lr» <ood has been a farm<r al l of his
l i fe , and occassionally operating c scv/nill.

This lntertnievr begins,with talking with Lira. .oo'd.
Sne te l ls about the old Lena Church v.nich was an
important parr of Indian l i re in trie coninunity m
early t imes/ She docs not recall'much ox tu-. activity
•at-.'the: oid/Zena C/burtnou^e of te r r i tor ia l dcys, as
atie Was too young at tho^ tine, ana W t t:u; ^onemoik
did not yisuailir .£otend, ^'^' ^ena ooarjtnr.use .,ac ioc^t-.
rbout th'rec niles «<-ijt 01' tu^ir present lî rr.e. Ail
eviaouofe o! this old place1 n;..o vamshevt ..ov/, but it: lot
dsy- it1 \irs a'n ii.tjioriir.nt function in Iniirn l i i> , Ahc
center of ia.vo a:xl oo>irt" also- i;ervect on no^ds of Wie
iienecas, '.iyandottea, cnc. oo..-r Lrib«s ncsoci?U;ci ..ith
the Cnerokec N

/.ood coraes in iron \<sod chso, ing, ;<:v.' i-ru. ..ood
leaves to do the ovenxng cnores rround the iom.)

At one tine the village of £eha nau three general stores,
a grist mill, blacksmith shoo, sawmill*, school, -nd a
church. Lxcept ^for a store and the church, ttie remainder
is gone. The ^eilys sni Hamptons were the f i rs t store
keepers in 2.ena. ^ecendents of the ii«imk>tom s t i l l operate
a l i t t l e country store there. •

Mr. nood has not traveled far from his hone.place. lie has
farmed most of nis i i fe , and worked in the ./oods and at .
sawmilling. At one time he recalls tii:..(; v/as nvich pine aia
oak timber in tat. country, but a l l .ia- ao;; beqja cut ofl.
Some softvood timber grow well there, but is cat as
i t is big enough.

In hib early d^s the ;.c:are.'jt traainf cent r v.-ac i t Soutnwest
City or Dogge* They only r,iade two or t:iree tr ips a ye^r for
their supplies. He rernrabers the ro?.d to Southwest City went
by Uie old Zena Courthouse, but he-ncvur nrd at: occassion to
stop there. I t ves located in v/hrt ..SL known as Courthoiisc
Hollow, and wp.5 a large two-story frane builrting. A Cherok«i:_
deputy sherifi lived tiu.re t'.nd cared for the building- ..hen
court or other busines-was not in session.


