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of- the Order existed in the Cherokee iJg'tion. The Chapter at
knowh as the Buflinp;ton T^ibe, Lodge *o. 22. In a picture of s-c* c
of tne Lodge in 1B95> ^r« unite pointed out,some^of tne'^en/^namely: .
Ridenoiir, Southerland, Greenieather, Thomas, DeSnene, Coucrf; Gpodman,
Foreman, Fox, et a i . ' • • , - -

Best reaifimbered of the ea r ly physicians in Vinita is Dr., ..oster-Foreman,
M.D., who practiced in Vihita irora ib78 unt i l hisdetth in 1910. riis
memory is honored by one of tne nain s t ree ts in the town Rearing his
nar.e. Dr. Foreman was o-f Cherokee blood,, . ' ' * • • r

/^iite snovred tne survey raap of it397 of tns t part of the Cherokee'
Xation which became Craig County' l a t e r , -"-he survey was -pad© in
preparation lor the allotrrielit of land to the Indians. I.lr', iffiite t e l l s
of the us'fe of "witness tree,s", -whereon was cut the* section, rshge, and
township numbers, - The survey books of the lts97 woric a^e s t i l l preserved
in tne county courthouse. I t is interest ing to note a t - tna t time the •
cultivation t r a c t s , pasturelands' that the Indians lived on and worked.
Before the surveying of the lands into sections^, roads and t r a i l s ran
at random, or whereever a road could be made, and streams crossed and
h i l l s bypassed. In l a t e r y^ars roads were then bui l t on the section

before statehood Vinita had a Federal courthoase v/here legal business
i»f tne Indian Territory 1'or that srea was conducted. On tne distaff
uide there were nurder t r i a l s , horse thief ccises, land nat ters anu
lisputes, e t c . ho mention is made of divorce coses in tnose aays.

tir. *Jnite $hovied a copy of an i89b map of tne Cherokee nation, locating
'the Dis t r ic ts and the-Distr ic t Courthouses, as .veil as* the . f ront ier
-towns and settlements. The *D^tri«t Courthouses as tnen sho;vn were ' v

' as follows: ' < • r— * • . t

Coo-wee-tscoo-wee Di s t r i c t , at Clrrenore v

\ - . Saline ^District,- two miles southeast of Hose •
' Goingsnake %Dibtrict, £*t ncad of Ciiristie Creek,_ v/est of

Alberty ? r a i r i e . . fc .
F l in t "District, a t tne ::e2ad of i-ig Sel l is aw Creek
bequoyan Di-stricJ, at t:i(? herd of Skin Bayou C^uek
I l l ino i s Dis t r i c t , on Greenleaf Creek, .iO'-milcs ^ast pf I:raggc.

> Canadian Dis t r i c t , on. '..est si'ie of Arkansas u lver at .tebber / a i l s .
. "Dela..iare d i s t r i c t , in Courtiio-ise Ilqiiow, i? mi. so.itntyost.of Grove.

Taniequan Dis t r i c t , at? 'laniequan.

Of' one o'ld Indian 3eutlenewts.tkat.nLVc now diba^eared is Okoee. Once a
'busy Indian seU*biewiteit anu trading c&r.ter located \n t,ne southeast corner
of Craig--"Cointy. -"-he vi l lage tooit i t s rtame from anbtner old Cherokee
center in Tennessee called Ocdee, pronpuncea^the satte (C-ko-e). ; ;Tms eariy

g y g
center in Tennessee called Ocdee, pronpuncea^.the. satte (C-ko-e). ; ;Tms
Village is believed to have iprhed in tne la te itihOs or e?rj$r B
Creek flowed thru the l i t t l e town and'provided water' pov.er for i t s g r i s t m i l '
''and tjie sawmill. A large general s tore stocKed about everything tne trading
public required in that d&y. An early day post off ice also proydded a* neens
of outside communications from Okotfe,Kt* On tne creek a^ the edge of town w^s
tne Okoee Indian Fairgrounds. Tne'annual 1 a i r weok b^6u tht v i s i to rs from
far and near and was a "big event in the l i f e of the countryside. Exhibi ts , •
rodeo events, "ball sames, end q^her events vfere enjo^e^' by a l l . ^oney, Sacks

.of grain, perk.ana beef meat Vere prices given in theVrilie shotting matches.-
i.o physical evidence remains today of what'was Once a to,wn, tne l a s t old
building was torn down by_ a whiteman ra"ncher about l9bO,\


