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of- the Order cxisted in the Cherokee ANgtion. Ihe Chapter at Vinkta—meg
known as the Burtington Tiribe, Lodge X0, 22. In a picture cf\a gethiring -

of the Lodge in L89S ir. white pointed out .some pof tne men,“namely:
Ridenour, Southeriund, ureenleuther, lhoﬂgs, DeSnene, Coucd’ Goodman,

oreman, rox, et al,
‘N - ‘ ' ~
Best remembered of the ecrly: physicians in Vinite is Dr, .oster-Foreman, -

*M.De, who pra.ticed in Vinita i1rom 1878 until higdesth in 1910, dis ~
menory is honored by one of tne rain struets in tne town bear11b his .
na.e. Dr. Foreman was of Cnorokee bloode . . ~ ‘
dr. wpite snowed tne survey map of 1897 of ‘net“bart of the Gherokee
Nation wiich becane Craig County’ izter, <he survey was made in
preparztion tor the allotment of lond to the *ﬁdluﬂSo ury write tells
of the use of "witness trees", whereon was cut the section, range, and

\ towpship numbers,. The survey books of the 1897 work aie still preserved
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in tne county courthouse. It is interesting to note at-tnzt time tne .
cultivation trcets, pasturelands‘tndt the Indians lived on and worked. . =~ .
betore the surveying of tne lands into sections’y, rpads and trails ran
at random, or whereever a roz d could be made, and streams crossed and
\ hills bypassed, In later ycars roads were then built on the scction
+1nes. ) : - | ,
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Betore statenood Vinita had a Feaerad courthouse where legul businesc
t tne Indian lerrltony tor that srea was conducteds Cn tpe distart
side there were murder trials, horse thiet Cnses, Lahd natters ana .
isputes, etc, X0 ment}on 1s made of divorce cases in tnose aays.
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ir. wnite showed a.Edpy of an 1895 map of tne Cherokee ngtion, Locaving

'the Districts and the' District Courtnouses, as well as the.irontier
‘towns and settléménts, The-D;;trict Courthouses zc tnen shown were

[

‘as follows: . /= - ) . : .,
Coo-weesscoo-wee District, at Clrremore .
\ *.  Saline District, two miles southeast of Hose
uOlnguvake Dlétrlut #t ncad of Curistie Creek, west of
alberty rralrle . ' T, '

Fiint District, at tne nead of iig Sallisaw Creek .
Sequoyan Districl, at tac nezd ol Skin Bayou Creek
: IllanlS U1bur1ct on Greentect Creek, AO0'miles eact of Creggs.
. Cenadian Jistrict, on,%eut gile 'of Arkznsas iver at uebber ralls,
"Delawere bistrict, in C
¢aniequan MLSurlct ~ﬁ'xun*e4uan.

01 tne oid Inulan geutleJﬁbmS that nove now dlbg,dparud is Okoee. Cnce a
‘busy Indian set®lewdut c:u trading center lochted Yn tne southéast corner

ol bralg EOldty. +he village took its name from anotaer oid Sherokee

center in lennessee cal red Ocoee, drongunced the satie (O-Ko-e/.j ‘This ezrly .
Village is believed to have iormed in tne late LdLOq or éoryy L850s. ustong
vreek flowed thru the Littie town and'provided water power for its grist mill-

and tne sawmille. & large gencral Store stocked dbout éverything tne trading

public reuulred in tnat day. An ecrly azy -post ortice zlso provided a weans

of outside communications tfrom Okoee.* On tre creek a} tne edge of town w&

the Okoee Indian ralrgrouuds. THe annusl 1air week brought visitors 1rom

far and near and was a big event-in the Life of the countryside. bxhibits,

rodeo events, bhall Lames,'r"d other events were enJoyed by ail. *oney, Sacks
_of grain, pefk.ana beet mea Hbre prizes given in thérifie shooting matcncoe~

ko physical ev1dence renains today of what was 6énce 2 town, tne last old
bulldlng was torn down by a whiteman rancher about 1950W

ourtnoase liortow, > mi. soaitnwest.of Grove. <
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