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Robert nnlte, Longview Prairie, Craig Counhy, Okla. -
Th=year o;d life long resident of this' area and a:

decendent of ploneer mixed blood Cnerokee ahd white L
parents, ,

At times Mr, White assists the Craig County luseun

in gathering early day artitacts, papers and documents, ' ‘“

Indian nistory, histeorical racts regarding Craig County
and the Ipdian Ygrritory, Soue o the-information he

_gave is on tape, and some from notes at interview,
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Mr, #hite was born on Cebin Creex abou’ eignt milesg .
soutn pf Vinits, and hes 'spent all of nis lite in
the area. He nas séem the changes that have cpie to Co
and arfected this early Indian country, <nd—n§rein .
relates some .of these tnlngs. ; C
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To—day Vinits iz a busy crossroads city in northeast

Oklanoma, <Tne Frisco and the Katy railroads roll ok

“their lohg trains ‘through -town,- Four 'main highways

join with tne will Rogers Turnpike carrying motor
traffic atound and througn this luO-yearaold plus
communlty. - \ \
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. Nipnita has not always beeﬁ; kriovm by that name. b, .

directions, B _ . , ) y
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it was known as Downingville,iand so called in honor

of Chief Lewis Downing, At that time and betore' the
community was meinly populated by Indians, Also-during
those days other Indian cosmmunitics were krown in- that
region of tne Coo-wee-scoo-wee Dlstrlct, among whicn were
[Pawpaw Creek, Okocee, Cabin Creek, Ketchum, Hollow, white

white snowed a copy of taé\tdin plat-dated 1871 when

‘Oak, and Cocklebuf;“ The building of the Katy reilroad : ;

thru Downingville in 187L seemed to guarantee the

ﬁggncy of the town, Later that same year the Atiantic -
and ‘Pacitic railroad builit their road, thru town, crossing .
the Katy: tracks .proviaing rail outlets in the-other two |
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Chief Downing,ligured prominéntLy as a leader of trne Cherokces,

and worked to direct their way of lire toward building-a stronf
’y and prosperus Chcrokee Nation., *he rmany Cherokees who later W

became good tarmers, ‘successful cattlemen, professional men
aid civic Leaders attest Chiel Dowming's om ertorts,

Yost of the Indians of tnove early days, both Cherokees and
Shawnees ana a few Delawares, were men of the soil, who
loved the farm Life, Those pione:rs were no strangers. to
tne bountitul piant lite growing wild and knew .their uses
ror food, medicires, keaving, and even decprations. Wwild
animals and birds were plentitul aid conservatively used.

the -streams provided fish at any time, Mr, whfte regretably
says that most ol these blessings are gone now. - .
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