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Informant: tfobert white, Longview Pra i r i e , Crs^ig Country, Okia.
7h-year old life" long resident of this' area, and a •'
decendent of pioneer mixed blood Cherokee a\\d white
parents. ' . * ' ' , . •

'At times Mr* #hite ass is ts the Craig County .Uuseun
' i n gathering early day a r t i f a c t s , papers and documents,
Indian history, h is tor ica l facts regarding Craig County
and the-Indian'i '§rrltory# Some of the' ini'o-irnation* he
gave is on tape, and,some from notes at interview.

' Subject)

.*

Mr» White was bprn on Cabin Greek about eignti miles ^
south pf Vinita, and has 'spent a l l of nis liffc in
the &rea. He nas se&k the changes that have cpme to
and affected th i s early Indian country," and •h^r.ein
•relates some -of these things, / . ,„, ".

To-day Vinita i3- a busy crossroads ci ty in northeast
Oklahoma, 'i'ne Frisco and the Katy railroads ro l l "'

' t h e i r long t ra ins through-town, • * our 'mam highways
join with tne.iuill fiogers Turnpike .carrying notor
tiraffic around and througn this iuO-year-oid plus
community. • , . " » ; , "

-Vinita has not always bee^ kr̂ owii by that nam6. Mr, *
•mite showed a cxopy of tne\ toWn' pla-t-dated'1871 when
i t waa known as DowningvilieJ arid so Called in'honor
of Chief Lewis Downing. At t i a t time and, before1 the
community was ntainly populated by Indiana. Also during
tnose days other Indian coHimunities were known in- that .
region of tne Coo-free-scoo-wee Qi s t r i c t , among whicn were
Pawpaw Creek, Okoee," Cabin Creelo, Ketchum, Hollow, unite
Oak., and Cockle bur." The building of the Katy rai l road '.
thru Downingville in lti7l, stemed to guarantee the
perj^.ncy of the town. Later that same year the" Atlantic
and^racific rai lroad bui l t th* i r road thru town, crossing
the Katy* tracks .providing r a i l ouiiets in
direct ion^. ' •

the other two

Chief Downing iigured prominently as a leader of tne Cherokces,
and worKed to direct the i r way of l i f e "toward building-a-strong
and prosperus Cherokee Nation., -̂he nany Chorokees who la te r '••
became good farmers, successful cattlemen, professional men
and civic leaders a t t e s t Cniei Downing1s own ef for t s .

andHost of the Indians of thote eariyv days, both* Cherokees
Shawnees ana a few Deiawares, jvere men of the s o i l , wno
love^ the farm life^ Those pioneers were no strangers, to
tne bountiful plant l i f e growing wild and knew . their uses
for food, medicines, weaving, and even decorations. Viiild
animals and birds were plent i ful and conservatively used.
i'Jae -streams provided fish at any t ine.- Mr, ifh/te regre-tably-
says that moat of these blessings- are gone now.


