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Of course once in awhile he gets off--off the beam=-but he's\a’pretty
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gabd boy. If more of them like Yiorris comes in, maybe one of these days.
- ., ’;- v N

the Osagés will be singing for us. I hope to see that day come. '

IMPORTANCE OF KNOWING THE LANGUAGE TO SING

(And I understand that you, the Porca Tribe has several youdg singers in .
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their tribe. Of course as the years go along, it makes it harder for the

-

younger people to learn these traditions and they have to go away and\work

or they go away to sciool and they learn different things about earning
their living, and it is getting to be d%ffiCult for them to retain all .
their traditions. Even in the Ponca Tribe, you have--I understand you

haye several outstanding young fellgws that have got zreat potenti%l.

How do you think--you think they will continue?) \
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t.r. iiaker, first of all, a singer must know what he's singing about. I'm
. 1) -
sorry to say, but my Ponca people--my younger singers--will have to learn
: . t
. ) . -
the Ponca lanjuage before they can be good,/singers. Now them's facts.
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You've got to know whatixou're singing abeut. You've got to understand
] )
tie song what you're singing. Because some day, somebody is going tg\come L

up and ask you, 'what does them words say in there?'" And that's where
tae embarrasemeqt comes in, if they cannot talk Ponca laﬁguage. So 1
will say, right-now, I speak the Ponca languaze ninety-nine pe?ceht.
The other nercent--that one percentf-is somethim;-fzhere mizht be about

nalf a dozen words in there--They might be sore animals that don't have
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no names that I'm still tryin to find out of the few thin3s anong the

‘ fo?cqw}anguage. Some day I nope th?ngs work out hhatll can write the
Ponca lanjuaje so that jeople can read the Ponga language in writinj.
(Thén wita tiiat, you tnink that the younger ones éhat know the sonjs,
you .aope will know tneimean}ng of ther and know wiiy they are sung and
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now tohey are sung, and with tihat .n nind, do you have any of these

youngzer men now that really want to sing?)



