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(Lamont Prown is one of the qutstanding Ponca singers today)ﬂJ
* (Thils .is Leonard M;ker Osagel. I am at the home of Mr. and Mrs ‘Wilbur
Waters, Ponca C1ty,§ﬂdahoma This day, December 1, 1968. I'am now intér-
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viewing Mr. L&mont Brown, the renowned singer and composer ‘of the“Ponca Tribe

the Institute at this time. Mgp.
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SONGS ‘AND SINGING AND BENEFITS OF -
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Thank you Mr. Maker. Now my‘na e is Lamont Brown. Lot of peOples calls me
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. auther of Ponca Indian music, which they klnda makin me feel llke I m some-
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bod'i but I m just a pore 11tt1e boy And as far as <1nging is coneerned

I love Indian mqeic 1 11ke 1t because 1§‘s my hobby and I like to sing. Iit's .

somethxng I llke to do If it can help to make sbmebody happy--The old

Indians say that dhen you are slck ydu.want to get in, the rhythm of the drum
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. You forget all of yoyr palns and aches Yourforget~about ‘the 51ckness and yOU.
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are Just @xOund there hav1ng a whale of a time, eanying yourself Now that's

. my way--lot of peOple calls me ?Doc:Brown .- That,s-Just\klnd of a nick-nameﬁ ?\
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they gave me, but I kinda believe'I've made a lot.of bone aches and get away
\ .

from me being 51ng1ng around the drums and br1ng1ng out the old Indlan spnos,
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w1th Ponca waords. They've got a Tot of meaning to_' em. I remembef ‘back” .
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there was an qld lady, she come up there--I was singing--and she shook_my V-
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hand, she said she was feeling geod, though the singing of-theae bld“Ponca !
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songs. We have an old song there we sing about the ‘pipe which God had given
us. ' They call it the "Peace Pxpe", nowdays. But the old Indians believe
'strOngly in these songs and they got a lot of relief out of 'em. And when I

get down in bed sometimes with maybe a llttle cold or flu, I 1ike to play
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tapes. I've got tapes fromnway back and I\play themh It kinda brings me to
i f&iger about my sickness and stuff like that But as far as being real sick,

I never,nave. And I*pralse the Lord for that. He's blessed with what I have
- /

and I enjoy life as a normal rerson wduld,'regardless of this condifion I'm in.
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I'm an amputee. In other words, I'm an ampuéhe with my left leg gome above

the knee, and the right leg has lost control of it at the knee joint, plumb ~ .
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