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,In Indian Terrltony days the Delaware DlStrlLt Courtnouse was ¢ocaned ubout
“five miles  south dnd west of Grove," or on Courtnouse Hollow Creex in Section
25, RL, T25, Mr, Fieios remembers this oid meeting place, but says nothing
remains ot it now. hany court cases were hearfi th.re in its day, and justice °
meted when necessary. Prominent Indian Lawyers sucn as Bill Tnompson and
Jim Dayenport of Vinita came to tnis courthouse many times on court .matters
and trials. The courthouse: also served as a meeting place for Inaians of
the arsa. A big spring was Located near the courthouse and was the neadwaters
of CoErthouse Hollow Creek. kr. Fields that in pre-statehood days and in the
- absenece of a Terratorial constltutlon, they went under Arkansas-constitutioual
Law. . _ ,T# s *

He tells of the days when tne City of Jay was just a little place in the woods,

One day he went thru there when there was only a littie store. On that day .

some kind of court was being held in a little wooden ghe-room shackfd A rew

houses were scattered around in tpe wcods, There was no place to stay, but .

he and some other boys slept out under some trees that night, Another time =
ne tells of when he and some other Indians went way doym south Irom nis hone
to a dance at MNance \vagon's place, Wnen they arrlved at the dence, the
program had started, Indlan couples were dancing to 1idd1e music with
guitar accompanment ana Littre Indian drum tor tlme. John watermelon was
calling tor the dance in Cneroxee.. Being strangers they just walked in tne
door and the girls got scat9d and ran out the bock door and hid.

In nis early days he tells that GrOVe, Okla, only nad a store and post otlice

and a Yew houses, Most-trading tnen was done at Soutiwest City, Mo. or at :
Vinita, as these were the nearest towns of any size, Originaily Grove wae

.called Grove Springs, . y

The northern bounday of the Cherokee Nation ran east-west on the north.side
of Cowskin.Prairie., Horth of the Line then was "the beginning of the Seneca
and Cayuga country. In early days at = place cdlea Cayuga, an Indian by.
namé¢ of Splitlog ran a big store tnere. An Indian church was later builts
there, s well as a scnool., XNearby was Bagsett Bprings, the council house
and meeting plece of the Senecas. Tnis was on Bilk River., Kr. Fields
remembers going to a meeting there in LYU2, -
- ‘ ' -
kir. Fields attended tne Cherokee Male Sepfinary in LYus-U9. He tells of the
Yootball teams anu baseball teams tney nad in that day. Cecil Alberty,
Gunter Duckworth, Fred Chouteau, Andy Martin, Thurman «iley, Russell Smith,
and Frank Brown were some of tne beLll players he played with at the Seminary.
wnite at CJlk.S, he attended a "graduation. .program at the Cherokee. Female
Seminary, and tesls tnat two Ladles were honored guests hcving been two
- of tne®first students graduating rrom C.F.S. back in the Late 185Q0s. .He
renembers - that they were very old and proud Ladies, ard showed their '
dipLomas ) Y .
Rememberlng some of ,the promlnent men of nis early days the lList includes .
Bert Hampnon, Oce Harland, Bill Mayes, George Cmx, Dick iard, Richard Fielas, .
Bud fieids, and many others who were equally capable men, ail of whom helped
builld tnat part ot tne Indian L_Hation,

Speaklﬂg of old Ways of iLife, Mr., Fields qays that in old days boys wouid fo
to an Indians house apd stay as lono as he wanted, and some would stay until
they were grown. bven white boys nave béen knpwn to do tnis. Indian or

vnite orphans would be raised by Indian tamilies, treating them as their own.

1
«



