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BRIEF INTRODUCTION

(November 1*+, 1968. I am in the home of Mr.*and Mrs, Wilbur Waters, Ponca

Ci%y, Oklahoma. I am Leonard Maker, Osage . ' I ' am repiresentating.-the Afr ican

Indian Ins t i tu te at the University of Oklahoma. At th i s time I am interview-

ing one-of the most outstanding men of his t r ibe and of his t a l en t s . He i s

a Ponca'Indian and he is Mr. Sylvester Warrior.) ~

RESENTS GOVERNMENT INTERFERENCE IN TRIBAL CUSTOMS

As far back as I can remember, from the days of my childhood u n t i l now, I

have always been in te res ted in the socia l l i f e and the re l ig ious l i f e of my

people, the Ponca Indian. My sources of information comes from various people

t h a t I became acquainted with as from my own people, that is my immediate

family, my. r e l a t i v e s and other places tha t 1 went to j / he re men -were ta lking

"about a different l i f e or the di f ferent dances, ceremonial r i t u a l i s t i c ^dkncejr,

' r^el igious dances of the Poncas, of the years ago, a t £he«time before the .

• removal of the Poncas when they were alarig the Missouri River in South Dakota

' and Nebraska. In my da^ and time, we were forced to go' to school. And when

I entered school, 'I s t i l l remember v iv id ly , c l e a r l y , a l l tire s to r i e s and f^lk

• t a l e s , which i s equivalent £p the fairy t a l e s of the Jau-jausan races,, to ld
• "• ' ' - . * •

to roe and that I fiear'd from my-mother and'ay father and rrjy grandparents, reuj.
« * — .

• w*ell. But then,,as when I entered .school, due to learning the' language ^ani

other-book'learnings, I soon forgot sJ l of these—most of the s tor ies that ,

i hefard from "my people. But as time went, on, I became' itore or less inter-%

ested' in the songs and. in- the--as- I raentioned oefore, • the .different >inds -. :'

dances .that I had heard-that our people had dan^d, way, before my time, t?a ?+

up-there prior to their removal to the Indian Terri tory. And some of these
4 « •

dances were abolished by- th6 government and sonia wei-a considered so sacred

' that they did not pass the dances to the next generation, for the simple

reason tha they were considered sacred and the,people that would iu:ow anytr.ing

about i t t eventually soon died oufc-as time went on. For instance, we—what


