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Index side A, recording time 3uU minutes.

Informant: Peter Ketchum, 70-yohr-old Cherckee, .
LChelsca, Cklahoma

\

Subject:  "Mr, Ketcoum aes born and raised on a farm y niles nortn
e west of Cnelsea, and has spent all o1l his iife in t.as
area, ne was a larmer unbtil he retired a tew yoir's ago. ’
> Tne lamlly Lana atlobnents w. 1'g near Crelsca wnur ne
nas lived and watcned toe wany crau es lake pleck aaring
his time, )
! / "
He tells of having known Ailuive in tne e«rly cays, &nd ‘
recalls now the town looked bclore it disappecred. e
remembers thct in Alluwe general stores were opereted by
Campbell, another by Lee, a tar ware by Dunn, and @rart
Beaker ran a theater there, A mell route vent trom Hayaen
on tne Frisco railroed to Alluwe, and siail was hauled in
& hack by an ola negro by name of Gus fogers. Jonn .erry
clSO ren a mail route out of Nowata 1nto Alluwern tne ecrly
adLySe Tne mall nacks ol trose dgjs also nauled phsseucnzs -
along®their routes, s there was Mo other means of public
travel,
L
In recalling wnen Catale was a little town, ne remenbers v
going with ..is 1ather tncre to buy a wegon Lrom the Bearden:
Mercantile., A Snawnee by tne name ol wsalter Dick also ran
a general store in Catalte. A depot, switcn tracks, and
stockyards along the Frisco railroad served the town and
corzmunity .A scnool &nd churcn vere ulso a pert of she town,
’ .r, Ketcnum was uever around tne. wvown of Krtchum over on
Grand itaver, bal says it was named tor uis fatner's aunt.
e is unzble to {ive much ..1story on that oira frontier tow,

Pneir farn was oit on wne:preirie west of Snawnce Hi.is, out
ne reaenters wnen uhere were many lndians tnere., Some ol
ule Snawnees he remembers we.e fan Carpenter, Cizivinp Dick,
Boen Brown, Jake BlLackleaztner, ai.a hoge nittle iree,

-

e tells of eerly trading of iamalies at tne stores. ... cds
tnen were few aid siumple, anl e.;8, hams, fruits tna vegetables
were traded ior comnodivies needed, ™,

-re ¥irst scnodl ne went to wes Dogtown scnool, 3. niles
southwest of old Alluwe. Later .e aent to unlteéqxll and
* I'inally guit to do ferm worke

3
He recalls thut tne Town of Cnelses originally sbarted about f
a mile south of where it is now, and went by snother name, '
which he does not recall. Altnougn ne never came to any of ;

‘tne towns much{ he did see Cnelsea grow to i:e present., {



