
November 1, l?6b

Index side A, recording time 3u minutes.

Peter Ketchum, 70-year-old Cnorokee,
.Cneisea, Oklahoma

Subject: "lir. Ketc.ium .-<£& born and raiced on a farr1 y ^iles nortn
"* west of Cneisea, and has spent a l l oi his ii i 'c m t . . i s

area", he was a Tanner uiitil he, re t i red a low /.;.- rs afo.
0 Tne laraiiy lana axloWnits w r̂ê  near Cr.eisoa wiu.r ne ,

nas lived and watci.ed tne iiia;^ ci:a:i es taKe place during
his time.

• . /
He t e l l s ol Having known Ailuwe in tne e<-.riy aays, and
recal ls now- tne town looked bo lore i t disapperred. He
remembers that in Ailuwe general stores were operated by
Campbell, anotner by Lee, a nar ware by Dunn, and grant
Beaker ran a theater there. A mail route vfent iron Hayden
on tne Frisco railroad to Allavre, and -^ail v/as nauied in
a hack by an ola negro by nane of Gus tiogfers. Jofin .vrry
also ran a mail route out of Uowata into 'Alluworm tno er.riy
days. Tn«i mail nacks 01 tr.ose days also nauiec passengers
along"tneir routes, as thore was 'no other means of public
t ravel .

In recall ing wnen Catale was a l i t t l e t,ov/n, ne
goia^j .vith ..is la ther tne re to buy a w<\gon Iron the Bearden •
Mercantile. A Snavmee by tne na'ne oi f a l t e r Dick'also ran
a general store in Catale. A depot, switcn tracks, and
stockyards along the Frisco rai l road served the town and
community .A scnooi and churcn uore also a part of ^he tovm.

L'.r. Ketcnum v;§s never around tn<. Lown of Krt.chum ovc;r on
Grand stiver, but sa^ s i t was named ior a is fa tner ' s aunt,
lie is unable to L i v e nuch ..lbtory on that OIQ frontier tov/n.

Inuir fare ivas oat on one -prairie west of Snawnee H ,
ne remembers wnen tii-re wore nai\y Indians tnere . Some oi
uisi Snawneos ne remembers we. e xtan Carpenter, Caivin Dick,

, Jake BiacKfeatner, auo. Lose k i t t l e j-ree,

He t e l l s of early trading o$ iaiailies a t t::e s tores . .-V ocis
tnen were, few a;.d sunple, ani e ^ s , hams, f rui ts 'and vegetal
were traded for pomnodioies needed. \

Tne f i r s t scnool ne v/ent to ..as Dogtown scnooi, 3- mi^ s
southwest of old Alluwe'. Lat^r ..e' wept to .<ni^e^^il ar:d

f f inally ^uit to do farm wqrk. r v

He recal ls tnat tne Town of Cneisea originally started abo.ut
a mile south of where i t i s now, an&°went by another name,
which he does not r e c a l l . Altnougn ne nev-^r came to any of

•tne towns much, he did see Cneisea grow to tne present.


