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John Carlile, 83-year-old Cherokee,
Tahlequah, Oklahoma

Mr. Carlile co:;.es fr&n one ©f the f i rs t families settling
in the Gherokee Nation. He was born en Caney Creek, in
the Illinois ^istrict^of the Cherokee Ration, and/has spent
al l ©f his l i fe in the Indian Nation.; ̂ .He retired a few
years ago frsm cattle, ranching an Caney Crsek.

His recollection of the location of the old'Cherokee Nation
Chourthouse for the Illinois d is t r ic t , waŝ  that i t was
near the Il l inais jrtiver about midway between Gore and the
Tenkiller Dam. , > ' ,

Of int-rest is the old Carlile h©me, wnich was onesf the
^irst built in the Indian Nation following ths removal sf
CJaerokees from -the east, •'•he hoTte as well at the old
Carlile School Ŷ CS located about two miles east of Gere an
the Illinois' A.

Jshn Carlile is the S3n of Ky Carlile^ who wrs prominent
in Indian affairs in the early days. John's grandfather^
Thomas Jeffersor ^ r l i l e , was of uhe "first Indian sett lers
coming frem the nativ© Indian country in ueorgia. Little
i^^novKi of his grandfather, as he //as killed duri.ig the
Civil aar at I he hone of t^h nhitfield near riauhilla.
Ky C .rlile >va:> 11 years old when ip r father rfa's killed.
iio infor-iati-jn Is knov.̂  about the events -ccurrin^ during
the Civil <iar period when many Indians v/ere killed over
their convictions.

one oi the historic plrces in eastern Oki.a.iosia new* is the
Old kitting Springs .i^ter luiil. xt is ho't kiiOT/n when his
^ r i s t mill was built , but air.etizie preced_ng the Civil «iar.
kr. Carli le relates that i t v.-as owned by a.' family by the namo
df iaylsr. -At the outbrake af the ^ivil •lar the family mored
to Louisiana, leaving a number ©f slaves they had brought- from
the east. !Layl©r never returned- t© the Indian Territory,
•^ater the mill was owned and operated by Luke Tyner. I t is
.believed that some tine, after the i Oiv.il rfar i t was named'for

Dr, Matthew f i t t ing, a Cherokee Doctor, as" was the big-spring
•t/hich furnished water to power the mill. Subsequent" owners
of the Tiill were a lumbi l l , ,t<nd '1 /ergusson. Fergusson
replaced" the old wooden vaster- ivhell jvith a,'jnetfcl wheel. A
>torley ran the mill for'so:ne time. Itfc i^ "hot known wh©
next had the mill, but fcfc. is now; swrted by & G»lda, „ their
arigin unknown, '̂he present mill is not the original mill,
and i t is ' beli, ve.d thrt Siiortly aftqr the Civil »iar the mill
y;as rebuilt in i t pr neat' l&cation. 'l'he oririnal locatian
ri&s nearer the spring.' 'John..Garlile remembers taking corn
and wheat to tr.is mill long "before 19Q&, carrying'the grain
on a bareback horse* A caj.ls .̂ rCi time .when ne had >,to f/ait --•*

.^until aneth^r" set oilstone burrs-v/as initalled befsre getting


