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Index side 82, recording ti e 30 minutes.

Infermant: John Carlile, 83-ycur-pld Cherskee,
Tahlequah, Oklahona

Sub ject: Mr., G.rlile coues frem sne ol Lhe first families thtlwng
! in the Gherokee #avien, He was born en Caney Creek, in

the Illinois District.of the Cherokee katisn, and/has spent
all of his life in the Indian savien..~He retired a few
years age from cattle ranching sn Caney Creek.
His recollectien of the lecation ef lhe old Cherokee Kation
Chourthouse f{er the Illinois District, wes that it was
near the Illinsis fiver gbout m;gway between Gore and the
Tenkiller Dam, =
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Of int-rest is the pld Carlile heme, waich was one of the
first built in the Indian Hatien fellewing the removal of
Cherokees from the east, +the houe as well as the old
Carlile wchosl wes located atout two miles edst of Gere an
the Illinois div=r,

John Carlile is the san of Ky Carlile, who wes proninent
- in Indian afTairs in the early days. John's grandfather;
Thomas Jeffersor Curlile, was of the Tirst Indian se.tlers
coming frem tite native Indian country in Yeorgia, Little
is known of his grandiather, as he sas killed duri..g the
Civil war at the home 9! ¥ah whitrield near aauhilla,
Ky U .rlile was 11 years old when hi~ rather wae killed.
L wo inrerrwtion is known about the events -ccurring during
<~ - the Civil aar period when many Indians were killed over
7 their convictions,

une ol the historic pleces in ea_tern Ok.a..oma new is the
0ld bitting Springs acter will. +t is Mot known when his
grist mill was built, but smetime preced._ug tne Civil war,
. ’ dr. Cgrlile relates thzt it was owned by a’ family by the name
" af iayler. -At the outbrake »f the “Yivil war the family moved
t9 Louisiana, ieaving a number of sleves they had brougnt from
the east, Tayler never returited te the Indian Territery.
Later the mill was owned and oberated by -Luke Tyner. It is
believed that sometime after the Uiwil dar it was named-for
Dr, Matthew sitting, a Cherokee Doctor,‘as was the big-spring
which furnished water to power vhe mill, Subsequént owners
of the nill were a Turnbill,-.nd ‘a Ferguissen. Fergussen
) replaced thé old wooden water 7hell with a metdl wheel. A
Morley ran the mill ror some time. It ;35 net known wiie
next had the mill, but ¥} is now swﬁed By & Gaelda,.their
srigin unknewn. lhe prasent mill is neot the original mill,
and it is beli ved thct s.ortly after une Civil war the mill
. as rebuilt in it pr : ent location, The eriginal lecatien
‘ uas nearer the spring, :John.Carlile remembers taking corn
and wheat to tris mill leng before 195 B carrying *the grain '
on a bareback horse, H# ca.ls tlme*nnen ne had:to wait -
antil anethsr set of*stdne burrs was indtalled befsre getting
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