‘ol these early day homes stosd., Hew very few-of the old log hesuses

. Jess wright - L m3e

' n . . -

Nr, #right “egalls his early days in ¥aren conmunlty when the falily .
would kill 1@ te 15 fat hesgs to prepare for the winter, -Ahey had caitle .

;. and weuld butcher when meat was needed, They did .#t have mich snrplxs
hru

but canned preserved, dried, :nd kept nearly eVenythlng they needed
the w1nter menths. ‘hey always raiséd a patch ef cane, and kept a serghum

'mill, In the fall of the year'ihey wsuld make Up a large barrel of melasses.
Seldem did -they have te go te-Lhe stere far goods or greceries, as mest

peeple »i that early day were almost self-sufiicient:” Me recdls that he has

seen his methar take a ham-te the stere ami trade for salty, tebaccy, ceffee, .

or a piece of yard goads - things they did net prasduce. For tneir corn neal
and whele wheat’ flour they took their grail te.a mlll at Hey, Arkansas,

Ke recalls thabt when he was young‘bny, the country vias net tee thickly -~
settled, but neighbers, alnajs kept in téuch with one austher. Me says thot
nearly all homes were built ef - logs, all had big fire plades, and 1
families, Frem his heme on the hill at baren he peinted out-where Frge

'naia.
kr, wWright cemuents en the progress he has sbserved in his tlme Re
nentlons seeing the llghts ve are sg accustentd to te-day begin as 2 piece
of rag' in & boewl ef grease. Aud fremtgetting a bucket ot water fre

generation of people has seen so° much.

Weods fires in early days were bad and %.serious\thregt to homcs a"d creps.
T.is"being a weoded country, absut all they could de was just keep the
fires away frem their rail fences, and let thc rest of the wn"ds ge.

Xe recalls with fend memory,: the rpil maulings, house raisings, ard
clearing days.. These events wére cplled Ga-tu-si (Cherskee for "werk day").
At each ‘the.e was the provisisu of a big dinnery and, neighbers ca-e frem °

. miles te help. - A man veuld cut an! have all the legs needed on hand, and
" when the day arrived the men would cut,’fit and put up his ‘'new leg housc

with flreplace in ene day. (Mo charge.) On clearing day; the men Jeuld
clear and ‘grub as much as four or five acCres. .
In commenting on traveling in those -arly days, <+hey thou;ht'nothing.of
taking cut through 'the .oods with enly the stars sux moon to #e by and
trevel for miles. ‘rear of being attacked by rian was never theought of;

. _a panther or beir needing fo:d, uaybe, but ansthcr man, ne. He cempares

times with te-day when people are dlSCOer'Pi'from walking a bleck afiér
right, ! .

Ar. arights likes te remenker whelibdrren Fork diver “ué a~wonderful stream;y
with plenty of water, deep heles filled with fish, seft~shell turtle, big
onls and big crawdads, Gene, they are, <the river bed new has a little

“-trickle of a stream, brush grews in the riwer bed, and whiteman's dams

and fleed centrel stractures killed what was ence ah Indian pargdise, MNe
says flesds are caused by .whiteman with tee much.gr,zing," timber cutting,
bulldozln; hugh areas fer pasture, etc, ‘

lc believes that at semetime lemg age there .as an earthquake in the baren

“area, In travellnv thru the backwo:ds he sees huge recks anc caverans he
' thinks came frem sone grezt earth disturbance. Of natures stucr acts, he

.

remembers only sne torrado in the area and that back in 18%0. .

V"
spring €o the.simple mattier 91 turning a faucet. e goubts that any ether

\



