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Informént: - Gitbert Fatlin, 8i-year-olc Cherokee, ,
kstella Commnity, Urair County, Oklahoma ' e
§ubject: nGib" os fe has always been known, was born in tris community

©

and nas spent all of his life nére as a farmer and rancher,
on nis lend allotment. ZHis father, Henry Falling, was a
- prominent Indian leader in the ebrly day community,

istelld was nemed during the csYablishment of the first
post office in the Late 'LtbUs, dand was named for the
tirst postmistress, Miss ksteilla  Frankiin, who was of
Cherokee decent, At one time it was the center of community
life- in the area. <t had three stores (operated by a Zumwalt,
i andther by a diller, and anotn%r by John Franklin)., A MKre =
Cook ran a grist mill there, The villspge also had a blacksmitn
shop, a2 school, and 4 church, | Little rerains fto-day of tnis
old settlement except the namels - . g ’ ‘

i Betore tpe turn of the éentunj,,tne commnity was a large cattle
country extending north to the kansas line, much as it is ‘to-day.
Cultivation rarming once was extensive in tne area, In eariier
days white cattlemen renied grazing Land rrom the inuian Hation’
and its people. Among tne pronlnent cattlemen were Hebrew

Skinner, Tom Halsell, Jonn leForce, and thne Oskisons., Glb relates’

y that he has seen so naﬁy caytle around the branding pens that

‘ the grognd would be' churned i1nvo a sea of thlck dust.,

ue remembers his tirst scnool ~which was bullt aoout a mlle and
nalf sputheast of 0ld hstella and built by Indians' of the

comnunlty. It was first called Failin School, then Oo-la-ha

SchooL. ¥eloré it was consolidated with tne Ssteila School ‘

it was referred to-as tne Contrary School. A man by the nsme of

Franktin.headed tae consolidationd movement; and was met with

much opposition; hence tng opposing 1act10n were ‘termed

"Contrary"., ‘he Indians opoosed the move becauge the children

¢ had to cross Thompsen, Pawpsw, and #hite.Creeks which were

~ problems wnen there were no bridges thems Footbridges wure
lhter built tror the children, Misses bzry allentine, Lila K,
Taylor, and dillae Lane were tne first iteachers at fallin School.
Thesn women were ail of Cherekee exiraction. An a very old picture
that krs, ®allin (also‘of.Cherokee buood) ..bas.: of the school ana
school cnildrén, all of the boys went bareiooted and were overalls.
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Atter Fallin 3Scnool was closed and consolidated with Estella 3cnool
some oif the Indian boys did not care too mucn about classes and
would just take out thru, the woods when they 1elt like it and be gone
the remainder of the day ’ ‘ \
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