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Owen Grant, #V-year-old,Chfer©kee,
Stillwell, Oklahoma ' •

Owen Grant was born in 1581*. on Cowskin Prairie near
what is now the town of Grove, Oklahofia. Hexis'the '
son of Xehry Grant atid Martha Kicks, botn pjLaneers
of Cherokee ancestry. Ke spent tyis ea^rly boyhood
on Cowskin Prairie. The family moved to Flint District
of Indian Territory -and s e t t l e d ; ^ Stilwell, aJbouA j^Jfr.

Me recalls tnat his f i r s t school was an unnamed school
on the outskirts_of Stilwall.on.ihe'Bill Gott place.
Tnis location is'now the site of Jlev̂  Hope Cemetery.
Following sou\e' years of scnooling in1, the Stilwell area,
he went to the Cherokee Male Seminary at Tanlequah.
iutrter graduation from the Seminary he entered the
teaching fie,ld, ' •<

• In 1902 Mr, Graat taugnt at the t ld nicklifr School near , a

Kenwood which was.an all-Indian school. Tnis scnool was
• -then about 9 miles up Saline Creek from Saiina". i.t tnat

time he was staying with a s is ter whose lend allotment was
ltcated about i© miles south of Vinita. tfhile teacning at
iiickliff he boarded witn an Indian family by name of John
Grass on Saline Creek. On Weekends he would ride norseback
to nis s i s te r ' s nome soutn o\f Vinita, gom^ across country
by way of Spavinavt, crossing\Graria fiiver at at Clark ford, .
then en across frreenbrier Prairie.

\ \ * *\During tnis time he was acquainted with J*hn nickliff, a
prominent Cherokee in the country. John's three sons,..
John, Cngriey, and Tom had earlier nad some trouble with
the U. S, l&rjShalls. -I t soems the Marshalls had tried to"
arrest the bo'ys on suspicion \ of having whiskey, but did not
find tnern at home. The marsiialls pisWl whipped the parents
in an attenpt to £et tnem to t e l l where the.xboys were, ifthen
the brotners learned of this piey went a f t e r \ i e marshalls snd
killed one Henry Vier of Vinipa. from tnet tine tn until after <
statehood tne boys were considered outlaws, but never caught.
Dariing one encounter a Marshall by *tne name of Isabelle got

• sno"W in the heel. Ai'ter staten-jod tne fatner talked, tne broth rs
Jon;.

talket
and Cn&ney into g,3ing t't 'fahlequan and giving op. They
d a while in tne penitedtery. Tom disappeared berore that

and
of again.

believed to have >gone to Old MexiLCs, and Was neVer heard


