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As leong as tn;i ca;n remember, tne Arkansas River has been full eof sand.,
Kr. West remembers that sand from the river bed was used in censtructioen
of buildings wnen he was a smail bey,  GCrand fliver, hewever, has always
been a pretty clégr stream.
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Just- nerth of Okgy is the Littie settiement of Gibsen “#atisn, hardly
noticable te-day. At one time this was a littie town, having a hetel,

_blacksmith shep, a large general stere, and several dwellings, At that
- time it was the end of the Katy Railread until bridges were built over

tne. Verdegris ane Arkansas Rivers going te Muskegee. Gibsen Statien
is in the Creek Matien,\and decendents of many of the Creek Freedmen

" (negwees)live in this arga. The Creek Kation boundary line passes -

about a mile west eof OKQYX on south along the eagt side of Bacene
College, and to thePArkaﬁsgs River, In very easrly days many Creek
Indians lived in this area, but they all moved further west to their
more pspulsted Indian settlements. About 8 miles nerth west of
Muskegee there was established sometime in the 1870s the Tailahasse
Indian Missien which was primarily fer “reek Indian Children, <Yoeday
the ruins ef this eld piésion cgn be seen. A Cyrus Robinson eoperated
this missien ter a while, : '

Kurt wWest, their sen, has a woadeg\;ebtcr box cunta.ning letters :nd
old papers dating in the 1B8Us that\belonged to his grandiather. The
box is very old and origin-lly came‘!rem Germany. Tne top irhet 157
still legible ana reads "12 bottles, %, St, Jacobs kedicine". lhe
remaining side Llabel about Cit" square‘is all printed in German.
Among the old papérs is a sale bill from Bisndp and Tibbetts
Mercantile, Ft, Gibson, dated Octeber, 1§Qu, advertising 20 packages
of Abbuckic or Lion coriee for JL.,.0, 16 peunds of sugar for ylL.uu,
mens shirts LO¢, ete, ‘ o N .- ~
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At one time there were many Indians working in a stone quarry Jjust
northegst of Okay., MNost of this stone was shipped to Muskogee far
building use, ' \\ 3
Mrs, dest told about hg; grandtather and her fathar and  the Large

mustaches tney\w?ret/fShe still has a mustache co?ﬁse cup, which is
quite unique. - ‘ .
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In the days betere any bridzes were built to destrqy\the‘natural fal 1s

at Okay, Mrs. dest sgys that this +2s a very pretty place and pegple

would come her te camp an: tish. She remembers th.t one time twe little
Creek Indian boys were swimming around the-talls. A lange catfish gr.bbed
one.el' the beys and tried to swallow it. The bey wes drewn. The next day

f ~. the bey was found in a drift pile, The tish was very lafxe but ceuld not
sQijlow the boy beyond nis arms. ihe fish was z2iso found dead still hanging

ontd the bey. . \
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