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Intermant:

S
" Subjects

Secording time LS ninutes

George and Belle West, 85- and H2-years eld respectively,
Cherekees, ot Okay, dagsner Ceunty, Cklahoma. -
Their sen, Murt, coentributed seme cemments en early.
Indian Ratien nistery.

s

Kr: and Mrs, #est were born and have spent all their life
in the Tnree Forks Country wnere the Arkansas, Grand, ana.

_ Verdegris Hivers converge. Parents of both of these people

were also early pieneers in the area. . -

They remember that Ft. Gibson was tle enly trading center -
in their early days. Thern Grand ﬁi@er ceuld be terded

by wagen without any trouble. They say that Ft, Gibsen <4 5
nas changed very little in their tine., Ihe majer change*

nas ‘been the abandonment of the Gevernment Army Pect and

Lhe remeval and decay ef tne FPost buildings.

The Tewn of Okay, on the Verdegris River § miles north of

Muskegee, nas experiencéd prosperity in its time, but has

declined betors industrial ind ecenemic pregress. Many ef
its seme 200 peeple Live here in retirement, wnhile others

coumte te work %n Muskegee and nearby areas.

Okay h;;\seen much in its existences. Establlshed in the
early 189Vs first as a mail and freight stop on the Misseuri
Pacific Railread then called Ceretta Switoh, Se named atter
a train crewman. 3hertly thereafter a pest effice was

~built abeut half mile ssuth of the Switnh .and, the.new name

was Rex., (during erectisn ef the post effice building and

in searching fer a name for the place, the iabel en large

cans ot heg lard awaiting shipment at the freignt deck .
prempted the selection of the name.) The town began te
grow on the egst bank of the Verdegris Aiver near the
natural falls, and tne tewn becawe known as Falls City.
About 1910 during the peak of its growtn the tewn changed

‘its name te Nertn Muskegee. This name did not hola leng,

as its first industry, lhe Okay Truck and Implement
established a plant there, and its inportance te tne connunity
prtnpted the change te Okay.

—

Belle West mwas thne daugnter of Frank Smith and Ella Fields
a full™leod Cherekee., HNer first schosling was at Tnree
Forks Scnwel, which wgs a subscriptien schoel geoing up te
the tittn grede, After finishing there she attended scheol

. 40 Ft, Gibson fer a while, Ker last scnoolln; was at the

Cherokne Female benlna:y at Parkmill.
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