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Informant:

Subject:

Samuel Cummins, bo-year-old lu l l blood Cherokee,
flocky Ford Community, northern Cherokee ^ouRtyA Okla.

lir. Cummins, now the. pastor of Slew Mission Inaian Cnurcn,
at xtocKy Ford, was born and nas spent most of his l i fe •
in this area. Me is the son of Joseph Cummins, an early
day preacher a t Jiocky Ford.

This interview begins with V.r. Cummins reading from the
$ew Mission Indian ^hurch minute book which is a l l written
in the Cherokee language. Tne f i rs t entry deals with the
organization of the churcn and is dated Sept. 10, 1903.
Recorded is .the procedures of business and the nairjes of
some 2-k Indians present. Mr. Cummins ;,vas unable to
translate some of the nanes. His father was telected to
be the iirsx> pastor of tnis new church. P r i o r t o this
tine thg Indians haa a cnurch building t:aae of logs and
located about a auarter mile up the creek from the present
location; Tnis ola cnurcn builci:*- burned about l?O3 or
19Oi4.

}\e recalls thst he f i rs t attended schoo/ in a lcxg building
tnen located just back of hi-s present rtqne. Re attended
Sequoyah training; school for^ three months, but fot l̂ onesone
and'run off and cure hone. ile then" attended tne Indian ' '
School at Oaks' and Lit-i^e ftsnecs
years at Concno Insian School.

n a n d nn
Aite'rwarus ne sper.t. Lhree

JLt one t.rJs a i i ji the land aroand riocky Ford was owned by
Indians, flow ne iuys that tne white -nan nab1 r.ot most of the
laiii ; a.:.. tii;. I.\ ,I:;:.K - o liv^..^ -a sr.all one- to 2u-acre
t rac ts .

i!r. Cu^^ns worics ;yitn rus people :ioi only attending their
spiri tual ; :n rcli-.i^ ^ .'.• occ, Vat -rips .-. ".tn their Gor-.ur.ity

'Center work.

110 is acquai.Voea ,uwi ti»c «i£ntnawk Clan w.:icn is quite active
111 tne Chewey District . xhey worship according to the fire
r i tua l , -i-hey are against wni^enan invasion and buymr Indian
land. Some oi then h.\ve refased to tcke arsy uovcrnr.e?4t mjney,
whether due, as they do not want to be obligate: to the
Government, •'•hey believe the Government is b~ent on getting
what 11 ..tie land they have lef t . ' A •


