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Xenry Treut -2

Mr. Treut has a vivid récellection ef tne Wickliff Srothers ingident
in Indian Territory days. MNe was a friend of these Indian boys and

tells their story. John, Cnariey, and Tem #icklitt were the In«idn

bothers that became involwpd with a U, S. Marshail named Cap White,
a deputy marshall by tne name of Tem Uildersieeve, and another
deputy, whose name he does not remember, Trouble started when
efficers suspected the wicklift boys of having some whisky and the
ofticers pistel whipped the olﬂxparents of tne wickliff boys in an
attempt to get information. A ‘gun fight ensued amnd Gildersleeve vigs
killed. 2rom them on the boys were hunted, It is beiievea that.
Cngrisy finally went te OLd Mexice. Jehn Wwas g _nt te prisen for a
while, arfd Tom was eventually cleared of charges and Lived out nis
life in the Spavinaw Kiills., Tne ole wicklift home site was ‘at the
south edge of the present Spavinaw town. -

Xe .recails the Indian Nation Court Nouse.at Zena (in De Laware County)

toer the Coo-wee-scoo-wee District. Court® trials, Indian Land and

business matters,” punishment of some eftenders of Cnerokee Kation
laws, and related matters were handled here, At one time Zena was
a presperus town, having several steres, a cotton gin, a mill,

& large scheol, and. three churches, Little remains to-day of thls
cemmunity except ter an old cemetery and twe little stores, .
Nenry get his education’ in the small ceuntry schools in tne area,
and was a student at the Cherekee Kale Seminary frem L0699 te 190k,

In pre-statehood days Mr., Trout nerded cattie and worked in tne
roundups. It was open range country and sometimes the cattle weuld
become very wild, Me recslls hunting czttle over the count:y ‘and
driving them back to Spavinaw.

kefore the Sparinaw Lake came, kKr, Trout recalls tne existence of
one of tne largest caves in the area., Ke sgys it was located in
Spavinaw Valley and had nearly eight miles of passageways. It is

-'all under water now. ’

) .
Kr, Trout teils that nis rather served in the Conteserate Army under
Gen. Stan aatie during‘the Civil sar. Me was in tne Battle of Cabin
Creek and the Battle of Pea Rjdge. George Trout and anotner Cherekee
by the name of Dgve McGhee were gersonal aides of Gen, natie, Ne
tells that tnere used to be a large deuble leg house en Cabin “reek
which at one time was used as neadquarters by Gen, watie., On ene
eccassien tnere was'a gun battie at this house and geveral men were -

 killed in the puilaing. In later years when wet weather came tne

blosd stains weuld show up. Tnis was a nisteric place n.earLy days, -

. but a white man beu:nt the d1and and tere the bulldlng d

+(MOTa: Mr, Treut's rvieruice te Spanish trasers: pt early Sre unaw

were French traders instead.)



