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. Informants . o Jack ahitlire, BOgyears old of Ch. rokee ancestery, -

"Tyner Creek Comnunlty, Proctor, adair County, .Okla, -

Subject: Jack ahitmire, the son of Johnson #hitmire, was born in
' Tyner Creek Valley, ond has lived in this one commnity
all of his life, Nis fzther was glso born in Adair
County and spent all of nis Life in this area. The familt
followed farming :nd cattle raising, and sore timber works

ihe Whitmire farm is about four miles north of the town of
* Proctor, .ihe farm land lays along the clear spring-fei{
¢reek in the plessant and fertile valley.

The town of rroctor was named for Zeke Proctor, an ﬂarly
rull-blood Cherokee, about 1890., At the .ei:ht of ito
growth Proctox was a prosperus tradiny center. It had
a large cotton gin, several stores, blacksnith and wagon
shop, and sawmill., At one time the Frisco rallroad ran

- thru the fown from Arkansas to Yahiequah.

Parming and cattle raisin; has alwazys been the principal
means of the community livelihood. Rowever, before st: tehood~
- There was a period wien timber cutting was the big industry,
This industry brought in the rdilroad, and when the timber-
was gone the railrozd was removed, nr. ahitnire recal s the
fine tinber of the area - logs were so bis that only one log
could be hauled on a logging Wagon. As a timber ares, it
. Ras never recovered the heuvy cutting of that. day. Pine and
the hardwoods were firot cut for rail ties and lumber, later
any tree large enough for s¢w1n¢ was taken.

The first ochool of the érea that he remembers was the Clear
Fork School leocated zbout seven miles north of the present
town of Proctor, and tnere ne received ail ol nis schooling.
Later, ne'recalls tnat a scnopl was buiit in Procter.

v} .
kr, anitrire does not recall any early day cnurcn Aouses, but
does recall going to tne scnool ho.se to nezr circuit riding .

- . preagneré at Cle.r rork and ct Proctor. T

ﬂe remenbers going with nis tsther to the Going anke Court
Nouse of Inaian lerrltony eays. Tne Court X,use was located
at Strawberry Springs about five miies west of the tresent
town of destvitle, Tnis was one of the prancipal meeting
pLaces fer tne d;strlct to, connuct >isiness, hola copurt,

and serve justice as required., The old building has loug
.since been removed. ‘
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