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Recording ti-ne: 33 ninates

-pus

Informant: Jack rthitmire, 8Q-years old, of Ch. rokee ancesteiy,
Tyner Creek Community, Proctor, Adair County, ,0kla.

Subject: Jack .ihitnire, the son of Jofinson fihitmire, was born in
Tyner Creek Valley, end has lived in th is one community
a l l of his l i f e , I^s father was <also born in Adair
County and spent a l l of nis l i f e in th is area. The fa-r.ilt
followed farming ;.nd cot t le ra is ing, ;,nd sone timber work.

The "tfhitmire farm is about four miles north of the town of
' Proctor, ihe farm land lays along the c lear spring-fed^

Creek in the plea&ant and f e r t i l e valley.

The town of Proctor was nan^d for Zeke Proctor, an narly
l\ill-blood Cherokee, about. l8*?0.. At the . e i ; h t of it»o
growth Proctoi^was a prosperus tradin* center. I t had
a la r je cotton j i n , several s tores , biacksnith and wagpn
shop, and sawmill. At one time the fr isco railroad ran
thru the tovm frpin Arkansas to Xahiequah.

* ana ing and ca t t l e raising has always been the principal
means of the coanunity l ivelihood. However, before s t
There was a period witen timber cutting was the big industry.
This industry brought in the rai l road, and when %he timber-
was gone the railroad was retaoved, Mr, dhitiiire recc.l s the -
fine timber of the area - logs were so bi j that only one log
could be hauled on a logging wagon. As a timber area, i t

.' • has never recovered the heavy5 cutting of that, day. Pine and
'the hardwoods were f i ro t cut for r a i l t i e s and lumber, la£er
any tree large enough for sawing was taken.

The f i r s t ochool of the drea that he remembers was the Clear
Fork School located about seven a i l es north o'f the present
town of Proctor, and tnfcre ne received a i l or nis scnoolmg,
.Later, ne"recalls tnat a scnopl was bui l t in Proctor.

o

Mr, unitrdre does not recal l any early day cnurcn houses, but
does reca l l going to tune school no^se to nesr c i rcd i t riding ,
preachers' at ^Ciec r̂ rork and ct Proctor.

lie remembers going wit^i nis lather to the Going Snajke Court
Mouse of In«ian Territory *ays. Tne C3u?*t Xouse was located
at strawberry Springs about five miles west of the bresent
town of des tv i l l e . Inis was one of the principal neeting
places f t r tne d i s t r i c t to contuct business, holt court ,
and serve jus t ice as required. The old building ha^ long

.since been retaoved. i


