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NO FOOD, MOTHER HELPED TO MAKE RATLROAD TIES ¥OR $6.40

o

And then my stepdad, he‘wegt déf and left my mo%her and £wo gqys ana twb/
éis%ers and two of ﬁy'fiiét cous;ns<and my grén&ma-—all lived in one hoqée.
This housé.right‘here. And so, I h;d to-- é : J “ !
(Th;t was a log house‘wasﬁ't it?) : ﬂ .
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. Yeah. I was fourteen_yéars old. Wel%b I “took--

(Were you the oldest boy or youngest?g

No. Yeah. We was‘all about the saple age. My [sisters was older th
And T got tickled. Kinda fumny--I/enjoyed evedything I dones I topk my

moth§r out and a crosscut saw and/she helped me cut some ties. An#lso-;i

(Railroad ties?) - - / ! , .
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Yeah. And so, I took a broad %&e and hewed ‘em out; So, I fin%lly/go ten
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- of 'em done. And I went over there-and old man JoelBlackbird, he ha a’

' ‘ U T
» spann of mules--and I asked him if I could hir% hig team. He/éaid,

“you can--you just take ‘em right on." And he %enﬁ}with me.//Helﬁ d m€ load.
L. . ‘ 3 A
those ties. And I said, "How much you goin' charge?" He said,
S ( - \ .
what I’m goin' do." He said, "You give my mules a'block pf o
/

when you.get to town and that'11 be it." And so, I hauled, '
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about six or ‘seven miles. And we didn;t have nothing to e
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. there at town, I sold the ties and béfore I left the hous¢-- \/

(How much did you get for 'em?) ~ - ' , ’ //~ .
. ' , . e ¢ & : , . {
Before I left the house I asked. 'em what they needed. Aﬁd;they said,

"o,
~you-won’t4get nothin' out of . ‘em, jy§t get whéﬁeve; you waﬁf,/égate§e£. Eu
- think you need." But I—-feally‘I didn't thfﬁk I'd get too mﬁch oét 7f 'em.‘
! ‘When I gét :éﬁ to town, I'go%/$6.ﬁ0; - ' : P B
" (Really.) . o / o I x‘gg S
:And they was all white odk ies. I ﬁent dqﬁn;thére, and them da§s you cou;é
. buy a wholg's;aﬁ of ﬁéﬁt f%f\50 cents or a qéa}ter.' And I had never bouggi
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