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(-<1967,.1 anm at/ )hn Sidk* s‘res1dence some s1xteen miles east of’ Sall>aw,
\ i 3 N ' :
Oklahoma, on nghway 101. Mr Silk is about to record‘a story, a.true

/
of the Cherokees Th1s event took place: Just a short time .after the 7ferokees

é&ory
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arrlved in the Oklahoma Terrltory ) N ) - j
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\Mr John- Sllk/tells the story in Cherokee language, and Mr Crosslln’fm ith =~ 7

.»translates 1n Enplash

- and Arkansas stat llne, on .one of the peaks, high p01nts ‘This event came
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(Mr: John Salk told thls story from memory. fHe knowg thls story by heart‘
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His father.tolq.hrm the story. And his father S, father passed it ﬂown to him.
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It!’ s a story that<took place shortly after the Cherokees arrived an the new
? 7/,‘
terrrtory. And the locatlon of thls event is somewhere between’Bell Community
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about due to the 81Ckness that was exrstlng in the Cherokee, 1n/thls partlcular
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'."v1llage of the Chérbkees after the forced march from North Carolina The -
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leaders of thls p%ptlcular VLllage dec1ded that they should try £o pray 50

!

q. that they mlght bé.able to recelve,guldance from God. They,chose, as 1 sald,

( . ‘3 1 ’ p x
one of the hlghest peaks*to perfbrm thelr rltuals They stretched§out a~deer

0

skin. Upon the. dfer skin, they phaeed thelr most sacred tobaccg,and they did

the rltual over tbe tdbacco and the deer skln, and began to smoke their Reace
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A‘,plpes anﬁ send the white smoke to the heavens Mainly as message to God, that -

L f

-~ L]

they were in dlr% neéd of his guldance at thrs trme In their turm011,and
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' theln problems, the only ‘one they could remember‘for assigtance, was God. -~

‘_ After some time 4f perform;ng their rltuals, I would say half of’the evening,

- I
of two pours or so, they began/to hear w1nds, far awaypylnds, as if low
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