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I, otatud school when I was six years old. At that(' time most of the Indian children
fcouldn t speak lnglish I know 1 couldn't speak e word of English when i first started
school. My father died when I was very young, in fact 1 was two years o.ld at thc‘tb!;me‘,.
[(érobably about 3, k.k.) I don't Temember him;\ but I was rai/sed by my grandparents, | y
maternal gzandparents motly, and they apoké nbtixing but the Indian Kiowa language in "ti'he
home ; 'course they had children and'thay could apeak English very well, but some of
us younger ones couldn't speak it. I had a youngar brother woodrow vho unfottunately
passed avay while he vas -:111 a baby at the age of two; and we cmxldn 't opeak English at
all wvhen we first started school. 'rhinking back | it amazes meé how fast some o£ these
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children learned to speak English when they firatxstarted school. 1 could 'bogk very

little but I tsﬁnk about the second aemost‘er, of my first year of s;:hool , 1 wu‘h abl‘e to
~ talk and carry on a conversaaton with the rest of tixe rest of the white kidp. “L‘ got
along very well, thinkirg back I made very good-grades. 1 guess I was in t.hQ to{) )
three per cent of the class when I was in grade school. a S
(i.m\oto did you go to grade school?) _ §
Well, Washita was a consolidated school, we start;d school at what we called primally,
but it's first grade now. I moved very“¥ast at the beginning, in fact, I moved |

two grades in one year--second a;xd third, the first semester I was in second m\d 1:he\‘.~
ucond semester I was in third. I know I missed one year, becsuse at that tiu“\\n,

the Indians in ﬁut’ part of the country, we had smallpox and I wasn't immune, immunized,
and I &ntractcd mllp;)i. I nissed one year of school, small as I was I mldu'rt

have thought I lived but I did, it was very hard on me. But after I got well and
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started back school; I caught up rapidly.

(Di& the oth‘r children seem to have any problem with iuuus?) . ;

/
Yes, they all ln,d some problem but tbey were lucky cnough_ to be immunized for mllpox'/
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and I wasn't. ‘But after I contract it they didn't think it was necessary that I be im- ~
sunized, then. . LT /’
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(Mow this is batween '25 and '30 when you were in grade school?l)



