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heck, long time mutt be some oof then guys f i n i s h s i x grade i n maybe twe lve y e a r s .

That's a l l I g o t , you know. Government, I d o n ' t th ink , i n one way, I d o n ' t th ink

they want the Ind ians t o l e a r n . I heard, I had t r o u b l e w i t h Trachoma, my e y e s , you

know. Wel l , I d o n ' t know i t ; how I go t i t , but they s a i d I got Trachoma, and they

give me l t h i s s t rong eye w a t e r , X guess t r y i n g t o k i l l i t , you know. But they . c o u l d n ' t

do i t . They operated, on my e y e s about three time a, d i d n ' t do'any good. Then I

\
had to ge t out of s c h o o l , you know. Dr. Anderson, h e ' s the one got me out from

town, to gave me something to put in my e y e s . They a l l r i g h t , you know , "but

i t took a long t i m e . Then, I t r i e d t o go back t o s c h o o l . I went back t o school-,

a l l r i g h t . Later on , you know, I went on, I w e n t - - I t r i e d H a s k e l l , you know.

I went up t h e r e . I d i d n ' t go there too l o n g . I having l o t o f t r o u b l e , look l i k e

s i c k n e s s , a l l the t ime , you know. My lungs , you know was bad. Then on top of

that , I got rheumatism. In s c h o o l . I t o l d them-people , I c a n ' t go to s c h o o l .

Then my eyes w e r e n ' t too gope~ you know-
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Then I come home, I th ink i t was in 1920 . I d i d n ' t s t a y up there about two years';

I th ink. I came home, you know, f i n a l l y came out here in 1943, I have i t . We

were down here a t the c r e e k , you know. Cjme o u t , t r y i n g to ge t a loan you know,

make crop. But, yeah, they were go ing t o g i v e me a l o a n , a l l r i g h t . But I t o l d

them, you know., I kind o f , I d o n ' t t h i n k - - I c a n ' t make i t on that o t h e r p l a c e , you

know. Seem l i k e they ( the Indian O f f i c e ) winted me to come out here- Wel l , i t ' s

• y w i f e ' s p l a c e . Wel l , way I look ing a t i t , w e l l , do something hare , p lant v n e a t .

Always was good wheat l a n d . Yeah, ad t h i s c l e r k ( a t the o f f i c e ) t o l d me, "Joe, you

van, I don' t th ink you could farm t h a t o l a c e " . But I t o l d him that I could t ry i t .

That ' s the only way you got t o do . Welt , I d i d n ' t have nothi-ng. D idn ' t have n o t h i n g .

So you might ge t your w i f e to l e a s e that pi . ice t o that man. I d i d n ' t kind of want

J
t o , but they--se«ffl l i k e they kind o f force me. So I t o l d then , w e l l i f I had t h i s *"

p l a c e , I make t h a t l o a n . But , s e e I d i d n ' t want t o nake i t down t h e r e , on account

of d i d n ' t having me—couldn' t plan^ no wheat down t h e r e . Wel l , I Mked t h a t man,

you * W « i n , give u* Ian, you have pay wî tb . o ~ of thele*- «n»y, which we


