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was for their General Council, as we called itl The Indians would get together,
say, like here in the Geagy'Districé.. We'd meet down here out west here. Purpose
was announced. They'd say, "We got to elect three q: four to representfthe Geary
District Argbgﬁoes for the General Center Council." 86 then somebody would say,
Weil, I mpéé we proceed to elect the new members." So, somebody would make n&m-‘
inations. After tyo or three nominaqiéﬁs we'd pfoceed to vote on them.‘aAnd those
that got the majority of votes, they were elected. In caseof a tie we j;st élect
both of them. | : | . -

-

(Were there always'peOple for them to éun against? I mean, was there always a
contest going on between people runnigé f;r office agéinstzsomeone e'se?)

Not until we organized and reduced the Council to twenty}eight. We reduced‘the
General Council to éwenty-eight members. Then that's when this com;etitién

sta:ted.° ’ ,

- (When was that?)

Started out in '37. Twenty-eight members. That came about for competition.

Then about three years after that we reduced it doén to fourteen--seven on each
tribe. ~ | S
(Why did you reducei;t down tonfo;rteen?) '

We thodghi it wasn't necessary to have that many on the Council--twenty-eight.
We thought se§én on each tribe could han&le it. So we cut it down to fourteen
tnstead of twenty-gight. And that way they could belong to otﬁér committees.
Just instead--so therg.was representation from all the ten districts.

{Are there temidigtricts today?) '

Ten districts today. There's one bere, one in Canton, one in Kingfisher, one’
aﬁ CantonjLCheyennes, one atﬁThomas, one aq?Hammond, one at Elk Citf, one at“
El Reno-Calumet, one at Colony and'one at Watonga. Ten districts.
(How did they distribute fou;geen members among ten districts?) \

Well, three districts--theee are elected. _See, there's only three Araéaho dist?icts.
Three Arapahoes are elected fromthe Canton Arapaho District. And ?hree are

elected from the Geary Arapaho District. And one is élected from he Conly Arapaho



