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could hear the intébpreters. They said, "This tree that Mooney

is telling you’abdut, he wanfs you to use thgt as an exaﬁple-—
symbél. Of how the chiefs could be as one root. Seven“Cheyenne
chiefs and sevenlArapaho chiefs that signea the Agreement of 1890,
If you stay together, so}id, jus}llike this tree is-fwhere the
‘dinnér‘was‘héld—-ybu'll élways take care of your business the

proﬁer way and you will be solid and your voipe w%li be heard."

And he referred to that just like that white man with seven'soﬁs”

He gave each of them a stick and had them break it. And then h /

took some more sticks and pundled them together and told his bdys
to try to break that bundle of-sticks and they couldn't break 'it.

It's similar. That's what they described. But the next yea

—

guess what happened? Along about the early part of June a tornado
had came through there. And the road was right by that tree. When
my folk# brought me home, my mother said, '"Look at this tree where

Mooney had his dinner here last year. Limbs were about hirty

or forty féet long that come from the root of this one é;ee. It
Nyés layfng alY over. And the roots--fifteen or twentnyeet long
--that this tornado had pulled up of this main tree wére sticking
out‘in every diregction--yellow roots., So that example didn't
stahd:J They showed me that (a picture of Eke treé{;aken by Méoney)
at the Smithsonian when I got there--I think it was :in 1942--I
worked for the Smithsonian. They said; “"Jess, can you ident%fy
some of these Arapahé pictures?" I éaid,,"Yeah, take them out and
I can classify them—--up to about 1864.",‘36 the girl that was working
them brought them out and showed me, and after a éerips of pictures
I idéntified, then she broﬁght!this piqtu¥e. I said,("Wait, now, -

!

let me tell you about that tree, I‘saw it when it was in complete

/



