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I was too l i t t l e .

(How old were you theiG) ' • / J v

Four, four years old, she says. / ' ' r , \

(This i s real interest ing to me, be,caujSe a/ lot of people probably would / '

have.died back in the old days of the Sem^nole Nation if the doctors had

not been good and knowing*what type of medic.ine- to use—for these-particular

ailments; for fever a/d things.)
/ ' i

We used to use to go out apd gather bunch of herbs, l ike grape vine, twigs,

you know, .thafreAl tender shoots. We'd go out and-pick a l l kinds of tender

shoots off of different not anything like cockleburrs—but pu knqw, spmething

like grape' vines and f i r s t one thing»and another. Mint--and they^d put i t

in\a pot of Indian medicine. Would "brew in there, make blgc-k draught. And

they used,id* drink that and vomit—cleaning the evi l sp i r i t and poison ctatta

your system. They used to do tihat quite often. You don't see tha t ; you
I

don't hear that' anymore. \ • ~\ I '

fWas that like the black drink they take at the stomp dances?) .

Uhf-huh. 1 -(I 've tasteA-that, not at stomp

• some and i t ' s the bi t tenant, s t r

dances, but when I was a k:d. Somebody had
i

ngest s tuff!) ,. • ' •

•ThatVs r igh t . And they're conanoA medicine now' i n—i t ' s hard-to find anymore',

•but i t ' s sort of gradually going away from the Indians, because i t ' s . g e t t i n g

so" that i t ' s ha^d to find the willow roots. , They ' r e ' l i t t l e bust about so t a l l

(about four fee t ) , gray you know. Th-et don't grow in clusters or clumps,

but they used to just grow individually. And they used to take that and
f

scrape £he roots off and dry ther. and put 'em up,' put 'em, away. Eut even

those are hard to find.'

(Does your mother think of anymore*stories she'd like to t e l l ? )

She said when she g^ot'married and started having a family of her own, she

said she always resorted tp the Indian medicine, because^ that was the only

thing in those days. ~x

( t to vSs the f i r»t white doctor in Seminole county—in the Seminole Nation?)


