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HISTORY AND THE NAME FOR THE TOWN OF PRYOR, OKLAHOMA J
N > . - ta

. (This is\April 8,/;96§f/iroday we are visiting with Washie Mayes, a 74 year

<

old Cherokee or Pryor, Oklahoma. Mr. Mayes relates some historical facts of

-

+ early day Mayes County. Of particular interest is the account of the first day
by which Pryor, ,Oklahoma was known. Also he tells of the Wickllff Brothers,

who were Che\okees who became outlaws. This interview begins with Coe- Y—Yah

-~ ’
.

N
N ((or Kuwahi-1)) town which is now Pryor, Oklahoma.)

‘Eno\you know how it started? Now it was Kuwahi-yi which means Mulberry tree,"

\ - . H b
wasn't it?) . ‘ : v ///////f'

Well, b\il\tell you the way I got it, Jim. There wasn't nothin' but a depot, a

stockyard, anq\::: store. And the Indians picked huckleberrles,.and there s xtf

\\\§sa1e for them.

\

d they d sell them to these railroad men. And that s the first

&

- §b§§t Kuwah-i-yL‘ \% that s the way I always, heard And it's always bggn my

\

belief, and I th#nk lt was rlght A lot of peOple want to get huckleberries and
i mulberries\ You,, know they ave same oronunclatlon, but huckleberrles 1éispe11ed
o different. \bogz;yah~y'—- has y it:) And'lt ] dlfferent. But-huckleberry
;nd.mulberry was qsry near the samehbronunc1atlon.,
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. (What occa31onedAthe hange of the name tQ Pryor Creek - do you remember7)

-

Well I don t*know. L gf, \\\
\ Y o \\\

(Heil ﬁould 1G\have been \amed for Nathanlel Pryor7) y

\\\\ Well, 1t could be He's burled rrght down on Pryor Creekﬁ I used to know where.

\ K

s grave was, but I've 1ost 1t It s\rlght below that old house down tﬁere by

\

that eld rock crusher. But I gbn t know. 1 haven't been there in 20 years

a?o

And they ve. put a, monument there Tom Harrlson put up a tombstone

=

(IS that on the Earl Ward park dOWI’l there?) | “ [ -

No, it! sla mile south, then it's a mile east. It's Justalout three miles, hardly

S

three miles{ then south. But I don't remember. I wouldn' t knon exactly where
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